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CHAPTER 1—ORGANIZATION

Sec.
101. Purpose.
102. Department of Transportation.
103. Federal Railroad Administration.
104. Federal Highway Administration.
105. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
106. Federal Aviation Administration.
107. Federal Transit Administration.
108. Coast Guard.
109. Maritime Administration.
110. Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation.
111. Bureau of Transportation Statistics.
112. Research and Special Programs Administration.

§ 101. Purpose
(a) The national objectives of general welfare, economic growth

and stability, and security of the United States require the develop-
ment of transportation policies and programs that contribute to
providing fast, safe, efficient, and convenient transportation at the
lowest cost consistent with those and other national objectives, in-
cluding the efficient use and conservation of the resources of the
United States.

(b) A Department of Transportation is necessary in the public
interest and to—

(1) ensure the coordinated and effective administration of
the transportation programs of the United States Government;
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(2) make easier the development and improvement of co-
ordinated transportation service to be provided by private
enterprise to the greatest extent feasible;

(3) encourage cooperation of Federal, State, and local gov-
ernments, carriers, labor, and other interested persons to
achieve transportation objectives;

(4) stimulate technological advances in transportation,
through research and development or otherwise;

(5) provide general leadership in identifying and solving
transportation problems; and

(6) develop and recommend to the President and Congress
transportation policies and programs to achieve transportation
objectives considering the needs of the public, users, carriers,
industry, labor, and national defense.

§ 102. Department of Transportation
(a) The Department of Transportation is an executive depart-

ment of the United States Government at the seat of Government.
(b) The head of the Department is the Secretary of Transpor-

tation. The Secretary is appointed by the President, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate.

(c) The Department has a Deputy Secretary of Transportation
appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate. The Deputy Secretary—

(1) shall carry out duties and powers prescribed by the
Secretary; and

(2) acts for the Secretary when the Secretary is absent or
unable to serve or when the office of Secretary is vacant.
(d) The Department has an Associate Deputy Secretary ap-

pointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate. The Associate Deputy Secretary shall carry out powers and
duties prescribed by the Secretary.

(e) The Department has 4 Assistant Secretaries and a General
Counsel appointed by the President, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate. The Department also has an Assistant Sec-
retary of Transportation for Administration appointed in the com-
petitive service by the Secretary, with the approval of the Presi-
dent. They shall carry out duties and powers prescribed by the Sec-
retary. An Assistant Secretary or the General Counsel, in the order
prescribed by the Secretary, acts for the Secretary when the Sec-
retary and the Deputy Secretary are absent or unable to serve, or
when the offices of the Secretary and Deputy Secretary are vacant.

(f) The Department shall have a seal that shall be judicially
recognized.

§ 103. Federal Railroad Administration
(a) The Federal Railroad Administration is an administration

in the Department of Transportation. To carry out all railroad
safety laws of the United States, the Administration is divided on
a geographical basis into at least 8 safety offices. The Secretary of
Transportation is responsible for all acts taken under those laws
and for ensuring that the laws are uniformly administered and en-
forced among the safety offices.
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(b) The head of the Administration is the Administrator who
is appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate. The Administrator reports directly to the Secretary.

(c) The Administrator shall carry out—
(1) duties and powers related to railroad safety vested in

the Secretary by section 20134(c) and chapters 203–211 of this
title, and chapter 213 of this title in carrying out chapters 203–
211; and

(2) additional duties and powers prescribed by the Sec-
retary.
(d) A duty or power specified by subsection (c)(1) of this section

may be transferred to another part of the Department only when
specifically provided by law or a reorganization plan submitted
under chapter 9 of title 5. A decision of the Administrator in car-
rying out those duties or powers and involving notice and hearing
required by law is administratively final.

(e) Subject to the provisions of the Federal Property and
Administrative Services Act of 1949 (40 U.S.C. 471 et seq.), the
Secretary of Transportation may make, enter into, and perform
such contracts, grants, leases, cooperative agreements, and other
similar transactions with Federal or other public agencies (includ-
ing State and local governments) and private organizations and
persons, and make such payments, by way of advance or reim-
bursement, as the Secretary may determine to be necessary or
appropriate to carry out functions of the Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration. The authority of the Secretary granted by this subsection
shall be carried out by the Administrator. Notwithstanding any
other provision of this chapter, no authority to enter into contracts
or to make payments under this subsection shall be effective, ex-
cept as provided for in appropriations Acts.

§ 104. Federal Highway Administration
(a) The Federal Highway Administration is an administration

in the Department of Transportation.
(b)(1) The head of the Administration is the Administrator who

is appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate. The Administrator reports directly to the Secretary
of Transportation.

(2) The Administration has a Deputy Federal Highway Admin-
istrator who is appointed by the Secretary, with the approval of the
President. The Deputy Administrator shall carry out duties and
powers prescribed by the Administrator.

(3) The Administration has an Assistant Federal Highway
Administrator appointed in the competitive service by the Sec-
retary, with the approval of the President. The Assistant Adminis-
trator is the chief engineer of the Administration. The Assistant
Administrator shall carry out duties and powers prescribed by the
Administrator.

(c) The Administrator shall carry out—
(1) duties and powers vested in the Secretary by chapter

4 of title 23 for highway safety programs, research, and devel-
opment related to highway design, construction and mainte-
nance, traffic control devices, identification and surveillance of
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accident locations, and highway-related aspects of pedestrian
safety;

(2) duties and powers related to motor carrier safety
vested in the Secretary by chapters 5 and 315 of this title; and

(3) additional duties and powers prescribed by the Sec-
retary.
(d) A duty or power specified by subsection (c)(2) of this section

may be transferred to another part of the Department only when
specifically provided by law or a reorganization plan submitted
under chapter 9 of title 5. A decision of the Administrator in car-
rying out those duties or powers and involving notice and hearing
required by law is administratively final.

(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 101(d) and 144
of title 23, highway bridges determined to be unreasonable obstruc-
tions to navigation under the Truman-Hobbs Act may be funded
from amounts set aside from the discretionary bridge program. The
Secretary shall transfer these allocations and the responsibility for
administration of these funds to the United States Coast Guard.

§ 105. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(a) The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is an

administration in the Department of Transportation.
(b) The head of the Administration is the Administrator who

is appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate. The Administration has a Deputy Administrator who
is appointed by the Secretary of Transportation, with the approval
of the President.

(c) The Administrator shall carry out—
(1) duties and powers vested in the Secretary by chapter

4 of title 23, except those related to highway design, construc-
tion and maintenance, traffic control devices, identification and
surveillance of accident locations, and highway-related aspects
of pedestrian safety; and

(2) additional duties and powers prescribed by the Sec-
retary.
(d) The Secretary may carry out chapter 301 of this title

through the Administrator.
(e) The Administrator shall consult with the Federal Highway

Administrator on all matters related to the design, construction,
maintenance, and operation of highways.

§ 106. Federal Aviation Administration
(a) The Federal Aviation Administration is an administration

in the Department of Transportation.
(b) The head of the Administration is the Administrator. The

Administration has a Deputy Administrator. They are appointed by
the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate.
When making an appointment, the President shall consider the fit-
ness of the individual to carry out efficiently the duties and powers
of the office. Except as provided in subsection (f) or in other provi-
sions of law, the Administrator reports directly to the Secretary of
Transportation. The term of office for any individual appointed as
Administrator after August 23, 1994, shall be 5 years.

(c) the Administrator must—
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(1) be a citizen of the United States;
(2) be a civilian; and
(3) have experience in a field directly related to aviation.

(d)(1) The Deputy Administrator must be a citizen of the
United States and have experience in a field directly related to
aviation. An officer on active duty in an armed force may be ap-
pointed as Deputy Administrator. However, if the Administrator is
a former regular officer of an armed force, the Deputy Adminis-
trator may not be an officer on active duty in an armed force, a re-
tired regular officer of an armed force, or a former regular officer
of an armed force.

(2) An officer on active duty or a retired officer serving as Dep-
uty Administrator is entitled to hold a rank and grade not lower
than that held when appointed as Deputy Administrator. The Dep-
uty Administrator may elect to receive (A) the pay provided by law
for the Deputy Administrator, or (B) the pay and allowances or the
retired pay of the military grade held. If the Deputy Administrator
elects to receive the military pay and allowances or retired pay, the
Administration shall reimburse the appropriate military depart-
ment from funds available for the expenses of the Administration.

(3) The appointment and service of a member of the armed
forces as a Deputy Administrator does not affect the status, office,
rank, or grade held by that member, or a right or benefit arising
from the status, office, rank, or grade. The Secretary of a military
department does not control the member when the member is car-
rying out duties and powers of the Deputy Administrator.

(e) The Administrator and the Deputy Administrator may not
have a pecuniary interest in, or own stock in or bonds of, an aero-
nautical enterprise, or engage in another business, vocation, or
employment.

(f) AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY AND THE ADMINISTRATOR.—
(1) AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY.—Except as provided in

paragraph (2), the Secretary of Transportation shall carry out
the duties and powers, and controls the personnel and activi-
ties, of the Administration. Neither the Secretary nor the
Administrator may submit decisions for the approval of, or be
bound by the decisions or recommendations of, a committee,
board, or organization established by executive order.

(2) AUTHORITY OF THE ADMINISTRATOR.—The
Administrator—

(A) is the final authority for carrying out all functions,
powers, and duties of the Administration relating to—

(i) the appointment and employment of all officers
and employees of the Administration (other than Pres-
idential and political appointees);

(ii) the acquisition and maintenance of property
and equipment of the Administration;

(iii) except as otherwise provided in paragraph (3),
the promulgation of regulations, rules, orders, circu-
lars, bulletins, and other official publications of the
Administration; and

(iv) any obligation imposed on the Administrator,
or power conferred on the Administrator, by the Air
Traffic Management System Performance Improve-
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ment Act of 1996 (or any amendment made by that
Act);
(B) shall offer advice and counsel to the President with

respect to the appointment and qualifications of any officer
or employee of the Administration to be appointed by the
President or as a political appointee;

(C) may delegate, and authorize successive redelega-
tions of, to an officer or employee of the Administration
any function, power, or duty conferred upon the Adminis-
trator, unless such delegation is prohibited by law; and

(D) except as otherwise provided for in this title, and
notwithstanding any other provision of law, shall not be
required to coordinate, submit for approval or concurrence,
or seek the advice or views of the Secretary or any other
officer or employee of the Department of Transportation on
any matter with respect to which the Administrator is the
final authority.
(3) REGULATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In the performance of the functions
of the Administrator and the Administration, the Adminis-
trator is authorized to issue, rescind, and revise such regu-
lations as are necessary to carry out those functions. The
issuance of such regulations shall be governed by the pro-
visions of chapter 5 of title 5. The Administrator shall act
upon all petitions for rulemaking no later than 6 months
after the date such petitions are filed by dismissing such
petitions, by informing the petitioner of an intention to dis-
miss, or by issuing a notice of proposed rulemaking or ad-
vanced notice of proposed rulemaking. The Administrator
shall issue a final regulation, or take other final action,
not later than 16 months after the last day of the public
comment period for the regulations or, in the case of an
advanced notice of proposed rulemaking, if issued, not
later than 24 months after the date of publication in the
Federal Register of notice of the proposed rulemaking.

(B) APPROVAL OF SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION.—(i)
The Administrator may not issue a proposed regulation or
final regulation that is likely to result in the expenditure
by State, local, and tribal governments in the aggregate, or
by the private sector, of $100,000,000 or more (adjusted
annually for inflation beginning with the year following
the date of the enactment of the Air Traffic Management
System Performance Improvement Act of 1996) in any
year, or any regulation which is significant, unless the Sec-
retary of Transportation approves the issuance of the regu-
lation in advance. For purposes of this paragraph, a regu-
lation is significant if the Administrator, in consultation
with the Secretary (as appropriate), determines that the
regulation is likely to—

(I) have an annual effect on the economy of
$100,000,000 or more or adversely affect in a material
way the economy, a sector of the economy, produc-
tivity, competition, jobs, the environment, public
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health or safety, or State, local, or tribal governments
or communities;

(II) create a serious inconsistency or otherwise
interfere with an action taken or planned by another
agency;

(III) materially alter the budgetary impact of enti-
tlements, grants, user fees, or loan programs or the
rights and obligations of recipients thereof; or

(IV) raise novel legal or policy issues arising out
of legal mandates.
(ii) In an emergency, the Administrator may issue a

regulation described in clause (i) without prior approval by
the Secretary, but any such emergency regulation is sub-
ject to ratification by the Secretary after it is issued and
shall be rescinded by the Administrator within 5 days (ex-
cluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal public holidays)
after issuance if the Secretary fails to ratify its issuance.

(iii) Any regulation that does not meet the criteria of
clause (i), and any regulation or other action that is a rou-
tine or frequent action or a procedural action, may be
issued by the Administrator without review or approval by
the Secretary.

(iv) The Administrator shall submit a copy of any reg-
ulation requiring approval by the Secretary under clause
(i) to the Secretary, who shall either approve it or return
it to the Administrator with comments within 45 days
after receiving it.

(C) PERIODIC REVIEW.—(i) Beginning on the date
which is 3 years after the date of the enactment of the Air
Traffic Management System Performance Improvement
Act of 1996, the Administrator shall review any unusually
burdensome regulation issued by the Administrator after
such date of enactment beginning not later than 3 years
after the effective date of the regulation to determine if the
cost assumptions were accurate, the benefit of the regula-
tions, and the need to continue such regulations in force
in their present form.

(ii) The Administrator may identify for review under
the criteria set forth in clause (i) unusually burdensome
regulations that were issued before the date of the enact-
ment of the Air Traffic Management System Performance
Improvement Act of 1996 and that have been in force for
more than 3 years.

(iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, the term ‘‘un-
usually burdensome regulation’’ means any regulation that
results in the annual expenditure by State, local, and
tribal governments in the aggregate, or by the private sec-
tor, of $25,000,000 or more (adjusted annually for inflation
beginning with the year following the date of the enact-
ment of the Air Traffic Management System Performance
Act of 1996) in any year.

(iv) The periodic review of regulations may be per-
formed by advisory committees and the Management
Advisory Council established under subsection (p).
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(4) DEFINITION OF POLITICAL APPOINTEE.—For purposes of
this subsection, the term ‘‘political appointee’’ means any indi-
vidual who—

(A) is employed in a position listed in sections 5312
through 5316 of title 5 (relating to the Executive Sched-
ule);

(B) is a limited term appointee, limited emergency ap-
pointee, or noncareer appointee in the Senior Executive
Service, as defined under paragraphs (5), (6), and (7),
respectively, of section 3132(a) of title 5; or

(C) is employed in a position in the executive branch
of the Government of a confidential or policy-determining
character under schedule C of subpart C of part 213 of
title 5 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(g) DUTIES AND POWERS OF ADMINISTRATOR.—(1) Except as
provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, the Administrator
shall carry out—

(A) duties and powers of the Secretary of Transportation
under subsection (f) of this section related to aviation safety
(except those related to transportation, packaging, marking, or
description of hazardous material) and stated in sections
308(b), 1132(c) and (d), 40101(c), 40103(b), 40106(a), 40108,
40109(b), 40113(a), (c), and (d), 40114(a), 40119, 44501(a) and
(c), 44502(a)(1), (b), and (c), 44504, 44505, 44507, 44508,
44511–44513, 44701–44716, 44718(c), 44721(a), 44901, 44902,
44903(a)–(c) and (e), 44906, 44912, 44935–44937, and 44938(a)
and (b), chapter 451, sections 45302–45304, 46104, 46301(d)
and (h)(2), 46303(c), 46304–46308, 46310, 46311, and 46313–
46316, chapter 465, and sections 47504(b)(related to flight pro-
cedures), 47508(a), and 48107 of this title; and

(B) additional duties and powers prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Transportation.
(2) In carrying out sections 40119, 44901, 44903(a)–(c) and (e),

44906, 44912, 44935–44937, 44938(a) and (b), and 48107 of this
title, paragraph (1)(A) of this subsection does not apply to duties
and powers vested in the Director of Intelligence and Security by
section 44931 of this title.

(h) Section 40101(d) of this title applies to duties and powers
specified in subsection (g)(1) of this section. Any of those duties and
powers may be transferred to another part of the Department only
when specifically provided by law or a reorganization plan sub-
mitted under chapter 9 of title 5. A decision of the Administrator
in carrying out those duties or powers is administratively final.

(i) The Deputy Administrator shall carry out duties and powers
prescribed by the Administrator. The Deputy Administrator acts
for the Administrator when the Administrator is absent or unable
to serve, or when the office of the Administrator is vacant.

(j) There is established within the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration an institute to conduct civil aeromedical research under sec-
tion 44507 of this title. Such institute shall be known as the ‘‘Civil
Aeromedical Institute’’. Research conducted by the institute should
take appropriate advantage of capabilities of other government
agencies, universities, or the private sector.
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(k) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR OPERATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary of Trans-
portation for operations of the Administration $5,632,000,000 for
fiscal year 1999.

(l) PERSONNEL AND SERVICES.—
(1) OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES.—Except as provided in sec-

tion 40122(a) of this title and section 347 of Public Law 104–
50, the Administrator is authorized, in the performance of the
functions of the Administrator, to appoint, transfer, and fix the
compensation of such officers and employees, including attor-
neys, as may be necessary to carry out the functions of the
Administrator and the Administration. In fixing compensation
and benefits of officers and employees, the Administrator shall
not engage in any type of bargaining, except to the extent pro-
vided for in section 40122(a), nor shall the Administrator be
bound by any requirement to establish such compensation or
benefits at particular levels.

(2) EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS.—The Administrator is
authorized to obtain the services of experts and consultants in
accordance with section 3109 of title 5.

(3) TRANSPORTATION AND PER DIEM EXPENSES.—The
Administrator is authorized to pay transportation expenses,
and per diem in lieu of subsistence expenses, in accordance
with chapter 57 of title 5.

(4) USE OF PERSONNEL FROM OTHER AGENCIES.—The
Administrator is authorized to utilize the services of personnel
of any other Federal agency (as such term is defined under sec-
tion 551(1) of title 5).

(5) VOLUNTARY SERVICES.—
(A) GENERAL RULE.—In exercising the authority to ac-

cept gifts and voluntary services under section 326 of this
title, and without regard to section 1342 of title 31, the
Administrator may not accept voluntary and uncompen-
sated services if such services are used to displace Federal
employees employed on a full-time, part-time, or seasonal
basis.

(B) INCIDENTAL EXPENSES.—The Administrator is
authorized to provide for incidental expenses, including
transportation, lodging, and subsistence, for volunteers
who provide voluntary services under this subsection.

(C) LIMITED TREATMENT AS FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—An
individual who provides voluntary services under this sub-
section shall not be considered a Federal employee for any
purpose other than for purposes of chapter 81 of title 5, re-
lating to compensation for work injuries, and chapter 171
of title 28, relating to tort claims.
(6) CONTRACTS.—The Administrator is authorized to enter

into and perform such contracts, leases, cooperative agree-
ments, or other transactions as may be necessary to carry out
the functions of the Administrator and the Administration. The
Administrator may enter into such contracts, leases, coopera-
tive agreements, and other transactions with any Federal
agency (as such term is defined in section 551(1) of title 5) or
any instrumentality of the United States, any State, territory,
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or possession, or political subdivision thereof, any other gov-
ernmental entity, or any person, firm, association, corporation,
or educational institution, on such terms and conditions as the
Administrator may consider appropriate.
(m) COOPERATION BY ADMINISTRATOR.—With the consent of

appropriate officials, the Administrator may, with or without reim-
bursement, use or accept the services, equipment, personnel, and
facilities of any other Federal agency (as such term is defined in
section 551(1) of title 5) and any other public or private entity. The
Administrator may also cooperate with appropriate officials of
other public and private agencies and instrumentalities concerning
the use of services, equipment, personnel, and facilities. The head
of each Federal agency shall cooperate with the Administrator in
making the services, equipment, personnel, and facilities of the
Federal agency available to the Administrator. The head of a Fed-
eral agency is authorized, notwithstanding any other provision of
law, to transfer to or to receive from the Administration, without
reimbursement, supplies and equipment other than administrative
supplies or equipment.

(n) ACQUISITION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator is authorized—

(A) to acquire (by purchase, lease, condemnation, or
otherwise), construct, improve, repair, operate, and
maintain—

(i) air traffic control facilities and equipment;
(ii) research and testing sites and facilities; and
(iii) such other real and personal property (includ-

ing office space and patents), or any interest therein,
within and outside the continental United States as
the Administrator considers necessary;
(B) to lease to others such real and personal

property; and
(C) to provide by contract or otherwise for eating facili-

ties and other necessary facilities for the welfare of em-
ployees of the Administration at the installations of the
Administration, and to acquire, operate, and maintain
equipment for these facilities.
(2) TITLE.—Title to any property or interest therein ac-

quired pursuant to this subsection shall be held by the Govern-
ment of the United States.
(o) TRANSFERS OF FUNDS.—The Administrator is authorized to

accept transfers of unobligated balances and unexpended balances
of funds appropriated to other Federal agencies (as such term is de-
fined in section 551(1) of title 5) to carry out functions transferred
by law to the Administrator or functions transferred pursuant to
law to the Administrator on or after the date of the enactment of
the Air Traffic Management System Performance Improvement Act
of 1996.

(p) MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL.—
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Within 3 months after the date of

the enactment of the Air Traffic Management System Perform-
ance Improvement Act of 1996, the Administrator shall estab-
lish an advisory council which shall be known as the Federal
Aviation Management Advisory Council (in this subsection re-
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ferred to as the ‘‘Council’’). With respect to Administration
management, policy, spending, funding, and regulatory matters
affecting the aviation industry, the Council may submit com-
ments, recommended modifications, and dissenting views to
the Administrator. The Administrator shall include in any sub-
mission to Congress, the Secretary, or the general public, and
in any submission for publication in the Federal Register, a
description of the comments, recommended modifications, and
dissenting views received from the Council, together with the
reasons for any differences between the views of the Council
and the views or actions of the Administrator.

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—The Council shall consist of 15 mem-
bers, who shall consist of—

(A) a designee of the Secretary of Transportation;
(B) a designee of the Secretary of Defense; and
(C) 13 members representing aviation interests, ap-

pointed by the President by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate.
(3) QUALIFICATIONS.—No member appointed under para-

graph (2)(C) may serve as an officer or employee of the United
States Government while serving as a member of the Council.

(4) FUNCTIONS.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—(i) The Council shall provide advice

and counsel to the Administrator on issues which affect or
are affected by the operations of the Administrator. The
Council shall function as an oversight resource for man-
agement, policy, spending, and regulatory matters under
the jurisdiction of the Administration.

(ii) The Council shall review the rulemaking cost-ben-
efit analysis process and develop recommendations to im-
prove the analysis and ensure that the public interest is
fully protected.

(iii) The Council shall review the process through
which the Administration determines to use advisory cir-
culars and service bulletins.

(B) MEETINGS.—The Council shall meet on a regular
and periodic basis or at the call of the chairman or of the
Administrator.

(C) ACCESS TO DOCUMENTS AND STAFF.—The Adminis-
tration may give the Council appropriate access to relevant
documents and personnel of the Administration, and the
Administrator shall make available, consistent with the
authority to withhold commercial and other proprietary
information under section 552 of title 5 (commonly known
as the ‘‘Freedom of Information Act’’), cost data associated
with the acquisition and operation of air traffic service sys-
tems. Any member of the Council who receives commercial
or other proprietary data from the Administrator shall be
subject to the provisions of section 1905 of title 18, per-
taining to unauthorized disclosure of such information.
(5) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT NOT TO APPLY.—The

Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) does not apply
to the Council or such aviation rulemaking committees as the
Administrator shall designate.
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(6) ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS.—
(A) TERMS OF MEMBERS.—(i) Except as provided in

subparagraph (B), members of the Council appointed by
the President under paragraph (2)(C) shall be appointed
for a term of 3 years.

(ii) Of the members first appointed by the President—
(I) 4 shall be appointed for terms of 1 year;
(II) 5 shall be appointed for terms of 2 years; and
(III) 4 shall be appointed for terms of 3 years.

(iii) An individual chosen to fill a vacancy shall be ap-
pointed for the unexpired term of the member replaced.

(iv) A member whose term expires shall continue to
serve until the date on which the member’s successor
takes office.

(B) CHAIRMAN; VICE CHAIRMAN.—The Council shall
elect a chair and a vice chair from among the members ap-
pointed under paragraph (2)(C), each of whom shall serve
for a term of 1 year. The vice chair shall perform the du-
ties of the chairman in the absence of the chairman.

(C) TRAVEL AND PER DIEM.—Each member of the
Council shall be paid actual travel expenses, and per diem
in lieu of subsistence expenses when away from his or her
usual place of residence, in accordance with section 5703
of title 5.

(D) DETAIL OF PERSONNEL FROM THE ADMINISTRA-
TION.—The Administrator shall make available to the
Council such staff, information, and administrative serv-
ices and assistance as may reasonably be required to en-
able the Council to carry out its responsibilities under this
subsection.

(q) AIRCRAFT NOISE OMBUDSMAN.—
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There shall be in the Administration

an Aircraft Noise Ombudsman.
(2) GENERAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Ombuds-

man shall—
(A) be appointed by the Administrator;
(B) serve as a liaison with the public on issues regard-

ing aircraft noise; and
(C) be consulted when the Administration proposes

changes in aircraft routes so as to minimize any increases
in aircraft noise over populated areas.
(3) NUMBER OF FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT EMPLOYEES.—The

appointment of an Ombudsman under this subsection shall not
result in an increase in the number of full-time equivalent em-
ployees in the Administration.

§ 107. Federal Transit Administration
(a) The Federal Transit Administration is an administration in

the Department of Transportation.
(b) The head of the Administration is the Administrator who

is appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate. The Administrator reports directly to the Secretary
of Transportation.
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(c) The Administrator shall carry out duties and powers pre-
scribed by the Secretary.

§ 108. Coast Guard
(a)(1) The Coast Guard is a part of the Department of Trans-

portation. The Secretary of Transportation exercises all duties and
powers related to the Coast Guard vested in the Secretary of the
Treasury, and other officers and offices of the Department of Treas-
ury, immediately before April 1, 1967.

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1) of this subsection, the Coast
Guard, together with the duties and powers of the Coast Guard,
shall operate as a service in the Navy as provided under section
3 of title 14.

(b) The Commandant is the Chief of the Coast Guard. In addi-
tion to carrying out the duties and powers specified by law, the
Commandant shall carry out duties and powers prescribed by the
Secretary of Transportation. The Commandant reports directly to
the Secretary.

§ 109. Maritime Administration
(a) The Maritime administration transferred by section 2 of the

Maritime Act of 1981 (46 App. U.S.C. 1601) is an administration
in the Department of Transportation.

(b) The Administrator of the Administration appointed under
section 4 of the Maritime Act of 1981 (46 App. U.S.C. 1603) reports
directly to the Secretary of Transportation.

§ 110. Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation
(a) The Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation

established under section 1 of the Act of May 13, 1954 (33 U.S.C.
981), is subject to the direction and supervision of the Secretary of
Transportation.

(b) The Administrator of the Corporation appointed under sec-
tion 2 of the Act of May 13, 1954 (33 U.S.C. 982), reports directly
to the Secretary.

§ 111. Bureau of Transportation Statistics
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established in the Department

of Transportation a Bureau of Transportation Statistics.
(b) DIRECTOR.—

(1) APPOINTMENT.—The Bureau shall be headed by a Di-
rector who shall be appointed by the President, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate.

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Director shall be appointed from
among individuals who are qualified to serve as the Director
by virtue of their training and experience in the compilation
and analysis of transportation statistics.

(3) REPORTING.—The Director shall report directly to the
Secretary.

(4) TERM.—The term of the Director shall be 4 years. The
Director may continue to serve after the expiration of the term
until a successor is appointed and confirmed.
(c) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Director of the Bureau shall be

responsible for carrying out the following duties:
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(1) COMPILING TRANSPORTATION STATISTICS.—Compiling,
analyzing, and publishing a comprehensive set of transpor-
tation statistics to provide timely summaries and totals (in-
cluding industrywide aggregates and multiyear averages) of
transportation-related information. Such statistics shall be
suitable for conducting cost-benefit studies (including compari-
sons among individual transportation modes and intermodal
transport systems) and shall include information on—

(A) productivity in various parts of the transportation
sector;

(B) traffic flows;
(C) travel times;
(D) vehicle weights;
(E) variables influencing traveling behavior, including

choice of transportation mode;
(F) travel costs of intracity commuting and intercity

trips;
(G) availability of mass transit and the number of pas-

sengers served by each mass transit authority;
(H) frequency of vehicle and transportation facility

repairs and other interruptions of transportation service;
(I) accidents;
(J) collateral damage to the human and natural envi-

ronment;
(K) the condition of the transportation system; and
(L) transportation-related variables that influence

global competitiveness.
(2) IMPLEMENTING LONG-TERM DATA COLLECTION PRO-

GRAM.—Establishing and implementing, in cooperation with
the modal administrators, the States, and other Federal offi-
cials a comprehensive, long-term program for the collection and
analysis of data relating to the performance of the transpor-
tation systems of the United States. Such program shall—

(A) be coordinated with efforts to measure outputs and
outcomes of the Department of Transportation and the
transportation systems of the United States under the
Government Performance and Results Act of 1993 (107
Stat. 285 et seq.) and the amendments made by such Act;

(B) ensure that data is collected under this subsection
in a manner which will maximize the ability to compare
data from different regions and for different time periods;
and

(C) ensure that data collected under this subsection is
controlled for accuracy, made relevant to the States and
metropolitan planning organizations, and disseminated to
the States and other interested parties.
(3) ISSUING GUIDELINES.—Issuing guidelines for the collec-

tion of information by the Department of Transportation re-
quired for statistics to be compiled under paragraph (1) in
order to ensure that such information is accurate, reliable, rel-
evant, and in a form that permits systematic analysis. The Bu-
reau shall review and report to the Secretary of Transportation
on the sources and reliability of the statistics proposed by the
heads of the operating administrations of the Department to
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measure outputs and outcomes as required by the Government
Performance and Results Act of 1993, and the amendments
made by such Act, and shall carry out such other reviews of
the sources and reliability of other data collected by the heads
of the operating administrations of the Department as shall be
requested by the Secretary.

(4) COORDINATING COLLECTION OF INFORMATION.—Coordi-
nating the collection of information by the Department of
Transportation required for statistics to be compiled under
paragraph (1) with related information-gathering activities
conducted by other Federal departments and agencies and col-
lecting appropriate data not elsewhere gathered.

(5) MAKING STATISTICS ACCESSIBLE.—Making the statistics
published under this subsection readily accessible.

(6) IDENTIFYING INFORMATION NEEDS.—Identifying infor-
mation that is needed under paragraph (1) but which is not
being collected, reviewing such needs at least annually with
the Advisory Council on Transportation Statistics, and making
recommendations to appropriate Department of Transportation
research officials concerning extramural and intramural
research programs to provide such information.

(7) SUPPORTING TRANSPORTATION DECISIONMAKING.—En-
suring that the statistics compiled under paragraph (1) are rel-
evant for transportation decisionmaking by the Federal Gov-
ernment, State and local governments, transportation-related
associations, private businesses, and consumers.
(d) INTERMODAL TRANSPORTATION DATA BASE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In consultation with the Associate Dep-
uty Secretary, the Assistant Secretaries, and the heads of the
operating administrations of the Department of Transpor-
tation, the Director shall establish and maintain a transpor-
tation data base for all modes of transportation.

(2) USE.—The data base shall be suitable for analyses car-
ried out by the Federal Government, the States, and metropoli-
tan planning organizations.

(3) CONTENTS.—The data base shall include—
(A) information on the volumes and patterns of move-

ment of goods, including local, interregional, and inter-
national movement, by all modes of transportation and
intermodal combinations, and by relevant classification;

(B) information on the volumes and patterns of move-
ment of people, including local, interregional, and inter-
national movements, by all modes of transportation (in-
cluding bicycle and pedestrian modes) and intermodal com-
binations, and by relevant classification;

(C) information on the location and connectivity of
transportation facilities and services; and

(D) a national accounting of expenditures and capital
stocks on each mode of transportation and intermodal com-
bination.

(e) NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION LIBRARY.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall establish and main-

tain a National Transportation Library, which shall contain a
collection of statistical and other information needed for trans-
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portation decisionmaking at the Federal, State, and local lev-
els.

(2) ACCESS.—The Director shall facilitate and promote ac-
cess to the Library, with the goal of improving the ability of
the transportation community to share information and the
ability of the Director to make statistics readily accessible
under subsection (c)(5).

(3) COORDINATION.—The Director shall work with other
transportation libraries and other transportation information
providers, both public and private, to achieve the goal specified
in paragraph (2).
(f) NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION ATLAS DATA BASE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall develop and maintain
geospatial data bases that depict—

(A) transportation networks;
(B) flows of people, goods, vehicles, and craft over the

networks; and
(C) social, economic, and environmental conditions

that affect or are affected by the networks.
(2) INTERMODAL NETWORK ANALYSIS.—The data bases shall

be able to support intermodal network analysis.
(g) RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT GRANTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make grants to, or
enter into cooperative agreements or contracts with, public and
nonprofit private entities (including State transportation
departments, metropolitan planning organizations, and institu-
tions of higher education) for—

(A) investigation of the subjects specified in subsection
(c)(1) and research and development of new methods of
data collection, management, integration, dissemination,
interpretation, and analysis;

(B) development of electronic clearinghouses of trans-
portation data and related information, as part of the Na-
tional Transportation Library under subsection (e); and

(C) development and improvement of methods for
sharing geographic data, in support of the national trans-
portation atlas data base under subsection (f) and the Na-
tional Spatial Data Infrastructure developed under Execu-
tive Order No. 12906.
(2) LIMITATION.—Not more than $500,000 of the amounts

made available to carry out this section in a fiscal year may
be used to carry out this subsection.
(h) LIMITATIONS ON STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in

this section shall be construed—
(1) to authorize the Bureau to require any other depart-

ment or agency to collect data; or
(2) to reduce the authority of any other officer of the

Department of Transportation to collect and disseminate data
independently.
(i) PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN DISCLOSURES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An officer or employee of the Bureau
may not—
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(A) make any disclosure in which the data provided by
an individual or organization under subsection (c)(2) can
be identified;

(B) use the information provided under subsection
(c)(2) for a nonstatistical purpose; or

(C) permit anyone other than an individual authorized
by the Director to examine any individual report provided
under subsection (c)(2).
(2) PROHIBITION ON REQUESTS FOR CERTAIN DATA.—

(A) GOVERNMENT AGENCIES.—No department, bureau,
agency, officer, or employee of the United States (except
the Director in carrying out this section) may require, for
any reason, a copy of any report that has been filed under
subsection (c)(2) with the Bureau or retained by an indi-
vidual respondent.

(B) COURTS.—Any copy of a report described in sub-
paragraph (A) that has been retained by an individual re-
spondent or filed with the Bureau or any of its employees,
contractors, or agents—

(i) shall be immune from legal process; and
(ii) shall not, without the consent of the individual

concerned, be admitted as evidence or used for any
purpose in any action, suit, or other judicial or admin-
istrative proceeding.
(C) APPLICABILITY.—This paragraph shall apply only

to reports that permit information concerning an indi-
vidual or organization to be reasonably inferred by direct
or indirect means.
(3) DATA COLLECTED FOR NONSTATISTICAL PURPOSES.—In a

case in which the Bureau is authorized by statute to collect
data or information for a nonstatistical purpose, the Director
shall clearly distinguish the collection of the data or informa-
tion, by rule and on the collection instrument, so as to inform
a respondent that is requested or required to supply the data
or information of the nonstatistical purpose.
(j) TRANSPORTATION STATISTICS ANNUAL REPORT.—The Direc-

tor shall transmit to the President and Congress a Transportation
Statistics Annual Report which shall include information on items
referred to in subsection (c)(1), documentation of methods used to
obtain and ensure the quality of the statistics presented in the re-
port, and recommendations for improving transportation statistical
information.

(k) PROCEEDS OF DATA PRODUCT SALES.—Notwithstanding sec-
tion 3302 of title 31, United States Code, funds received by the Bu-
reau from the sale of data products, for necessary expenses in-
curred, may be credited to the Highway Trust Fund (other than the
Mass Transit Account) for the purpose of reimbursing the Bureau
for the expenses.

§ 112. Research and Special Programs Administration
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established in the Department

of Transportation a Research and Special Programs Administra-
tion.

(b) ADMINISTRATOR.—
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(1) APPOINTMENT.—The Administration shall be headed by
an Administrator who shall be appointed by the President, by
and with the advice and consent of the Senate.

(2) REPORTING.—The Administrator shall report directly to
the Secretary.
(c) DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR.—The Administration shall have a

Deputy Administrator who shall be appointed by the Secretary of
Transportation. The Deputy Administrator shall carry out duties
and powers prescribed by the Administrator.

(d) RESPONSIBILITIES OF ADMINISTRATOR.—The Administrator
of the Administration shall be responsible for carrying out the fol-
lowing:

(1) HAZMAT TRANSPORTATION SAFETY.—Duties and powers
vested in the Secretary of Transportation with respect to haz-
ardous materials transportation safety, except as otherwise
delegated by the Secretary.

(2) PIPELINE SAFETY.—Duties and powers vested in the
Secretary with respect to pipeline safety.

(3) ACTIVITIES OF VOLPE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SYS-
TEMS CENTER.—Duties and powers vested in the Secretary with
respect to activities of the Volpe National Transportation Sys-
tems Center.

(4) OTHER.—Such other duties and powers as the Sec-
retary shall prescribe, including such multimodal and inter-
modal duties as are appropriate.
(e) LIMITATION ON STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this

section shall affect any delegation of authority, regulation, order,
approval, exemption, waiver, contract, or other administrative act
of the Secretary with respect to laws administered through the Re-
search and Special Programs Administration of the Department of
Transportation on October 24, 1992.

CHAPTER 3—GENERAL DUTIES AND POWERS
SUBCHAPTER I—DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION

Sec.
301. Leadership, consultation, and cooperation.
302. Policy standards for transportation.
303. Policy on lands, wildlife and waterfowl refuges, and historic sites.
303a. Development of water transportation.
304. Joint activities with the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development.
305. Transportation investment standards and criteria.
306. Prohibited discrimination.
307. Safety information and intervention in Interstate Commerce Commission pro-

ceedings.
308. Reports.
309. High-speed ground transportation.

SUBCHAPTER II—ADMINISTRATIVE
321. Definitions.
322. General powers.
323. Personnel.
324. Members of the armed forces.
325. Advisory committees.
326. Gifts.
327. Administrative working capital fund.
328. Transportation Systems Center working capital fund.
329. Transportation information.
330. Research contracts.
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331. Service, supplies, and facilities at remote places.
332. Minority Resource Center.
333. Responsibility for rail transportation unification and coordination projects.
334. [Repealed]
335. [Repealed]
336. Civil penalty procedures.
337. Budget request for the Director of Intelligence and Security.

SUBCHAPTER III—MISCELLANEOUS

351. Judicial review of actions in carrying out certain transferred duties and pow-
ers.

352. Authority to carry out certain transferred duties and powers.
353. Toxicological testing of officers and employees.

SUBCHAPTER I—DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY OF
TRANSPORTATION

§ 301. Leadership, consultation, and cooperation
The Secretary of Transportation shall—

(1) under the direction of the President, exercise leader-
ship in transportation matters, including those matters affect-
ing national defense and those matters involving national or
regional emergencies;

(2) provide leadership in the development of transportation
policies and programs, and make recommendations to the
President and Congress for their consideration and implemen-
tation;

(3) coordinate Federal policy on intermodal transportation
and initiate policies to promote efficient intermodal transpor-
tation in the United States;

(4) promote and undertake the development, collection,
and dissemination of technological, statistical, economic, and
other information relevant to domestic and international trans-
portation;

(5) consult and cooperate with the Secretary of Labor in
compiling information regarding the status of labor-manage-
ment contracts and other labor-management problems and in
promoting industrial harmony and stable employment condi-
tions in all modes of transportation;

(6) promote and undertake research and development re-
lated to transportation, including noise abatement, with par-
ticular attention to aircraft noise, and including basic highway
vehicle science;

(7) consult with the heads of other departments, agencies,
and instrumentalities of the United States Government on the
transportation requirements of the Government, including
encouraging them to establish and observe policies consistent
with maintaining a coordinated transportation system in pro-
curing transportation or in operating their own transport serv-
ices;

(8) consult and cooperate with State and local govern-
ments, carriers, labor, and other interested persons, including,
when appropriate, holding informal public hearings; and

(9) develop and coordinate Federal policy on financing
transportation infrastructure, including the provision of direct
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Federal credit assistance and other techniques used to leverage
Federal transportation funds.

§ 302. Policy standards for transportation
(a) The Secretary of Transportation is governed by the trans-

portation policy of sections 10101 and 13101 of this title in addition
to other laws.

(b) This subtitle and chapters 221 and 315 of this title do not
authorize, without appropriate action by Congress, the adoption,
revision, or implementation of a transportation policy or invest-
ment standards or criteria.

(c) The Secretary shall consider the needs—
(1) for effectiveness and safety in transportation systems;

and
(2) of national defense.

(d)(1) It is the policy of the United States to promote the con-
struction and commercialization of high-speed ground transpor-
tation systems by—

(A) conducting economic and technological research;
(B) demonstrating advancements in high-speed ground

transportation technologies;
(C) establishing a comprehensive policy for the develop-

ment of such systems and the effective integration of the var-
ious high-speed ground transportation technologies; and

(D) minimizing the long-term risks of investors.
(2) It is the policy of the United States to establish in the

shortest time practicable a United States designed and constructed
magnetic levitation transportation technology capable of operating
along Federal-aid highway rights-of-way, as part of a national
transportation system of the United States.

(e) INTERMODAL TRANSPORTATION.—It is the policy of the
United States Government to encourage and promote development
of a national intermodal transportation system in the United
States to move people and goods in an energy-efficient manner,
provide the foundation for improved productivity growth,
strengthen the Nation’s ability to compete in the global economy,
and obtain the optimum yield from the Nation’s transportation re-
sources.

§ 303. Policy on lands, wildlife and waterfowl refuges, and
historic sites

(a) It is the policy of the United States Government that spe-
cial effort should be made to preserve the natural beauty of the
countryside and public park and recreation lands, wildlife and
waterfowl refuges, and historic sites.

(b) The Secretary of Transportation shall cooperate and consult
with the Secretaries of the Interior, Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and Agriculture, and with the States, in developing transpor-
tation plans and programs that include measures to maintain or
enhance the natural beauty of lands crossed by transportation
activities or facilities.

(c) The Secretary may approve a transportation program or
project (other than any project for a park road or parkway under
section 204 of title 23) requiring the use of publicly owned land of
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a public park, recreation area, or wildlife and waterfowl refuge of
national, State, or local significance, or land of a historic site of na-
tional, State, or local significance (as determined by the Federal,
State, or local officials having jurisdiction over the park, area, ref-
uge, or site) only if—

(1) there is no prudent and feasible alternative to using
that land; and

(2) the program or project includes all possible planning to
minimize harm to the park, recreation area, wildlife and
waterfowl refuge, or historic site resulting from the use.

§ 303a. Development of water transportation
(a) POLICY.—It is the policy of Congress—

(1) to promote, encourage, and develop water transpor-
tation, service, and facilities for the commerce of the United
States; and

(2) to foster and preserve rail and water transportation.
(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, ‘‘inland waterway’’ includes

the Great Lakes.
(c) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary of Transportation shall—

(1) investigate the types of vessels suitable for different
classes of inland waterways to promote, encourage, and de-
velop inland waterway transportation facilities for the com-
merce of the United States;

(2) investigate water terminals, both for inland waterway
traffic and for through traffic by water and rail, including the
necessary docks, warehouses, and equipment, and investigate
railroad spurs and switches connecting with those water termi-
nals, to develop the types most appropriate for different loca-
tions and for transferring passengers or property between
water carriers and rail carriers more expeditiously and eco-
nomically;

(3) consult with communities, cities, and towns about the
location of water terminals, and cooperate with them in pre-
paring plans for terminal facilities;

(4) investigate the existing status of water transportation
on the different inland waterways of the United States to learn
the extent to which—

(A) the waterways are being used to their capacity and
are meeting the demands of traffic; and

(B) water carriers using those waterways are inter-
changing traffic with rail carriers;
(5) investigate other matters that may promote and

encourage inland water transportation; and
(6) compile, publish, and distribute information about

transportation on inland waterways that the Secretary con-
siders useful to the commercial interests of the United States.

§ 304. Joint activities with the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development

(a) The Secretary of Transportation and the Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development shall—

(1) consult and exchange information about their respec-
tive transportation policies and activities;
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(2) carry out joint planning, research, and other activities;
(3) coordinate assistance for local transportation projects;

and
(4) jointly study methods by which policies and programs

of the United States Government can ensure that urban trans-
portation systems most effectively serve both transportation
needs of the United States and the comprehensively planned
development of urban areas.
(b) The Secretaries shall report on April 1 of each year to the

President, for submission to Congress, on their studies and other
activities under this section, including legislative recommendations
they consider desirable.

§ 305. Transportation investment standards and criteria
(a) Subject to sections 301–304 of this title, the Secretary of

Transportation shall develop standards and criteria to formulate
and economically evaluate all proposals for investing amounts of
the United States Government in transportation facilities and
equipment. Based on experience, the Secretary shall revise the
standards and criteria. When approved by Congress, the Secretary
shall prescribe standards and criteria developed or revised under
this subsection. This subsection does not apply to—

(1) the acquisition of transportation facilities or equipment
by a department, agency, or instrumentality of the Govern-
ment to provide transportation for its use;

(2) an inter-oceanic canal located outside the 48 contiguous
States;

(3) defense features included at the direction of the
Department of Defense in designing and constructing civil air,
sea, or land transportation;

(4) foreign assistance programs;
(5) water resources projects; or
(6) grant-in-aid programs authorized by law.

(b) A department, agency, or instrumentality of the Govern-
ment preparing a survey, plan, or report that includes a proposal
about which the Secretary has prescribed standards and criteria
under subsection (a) of this section shall—

(1) prepare the survey, plan, or report under those stand-
ards and criteria and on the basis of information provided by
the Secretary on the—

(A) projected growth of transportation needs and traf-
fic in the affected area;

(B) the relative efficiency of various modes of transpor-
tation;

(C) the available transportation services in the area;
and

(D) the general effect of the proposed investment on
existing modes of transportation and on the regional and
national economy;
(2) coordinate the survey, plan, or report—

(A) with the Secretary and include the views and com-
ments of the Secretary; and
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1 Probably should be ‘‘Surface Transportation Board’’ and ‘‘Board’’, respectively. See part B of
subtitle IV.

(B) as appropriate, with other departments, agencies,
and instrumentalities of the Government, States, and local
governments, and include their views and comments; and
(3) send the survey, plan, or report to the President for

disposition under law and procedure established by the
President.

§ 306. Prohibited discrimination
(a) In this section, ‘‘financial assistance’’ includes obligation

guarantees.
(b) A person in the United States may not be excluded from

participating in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimi-
nation under, a project, program, or activity because of race, color,
national origin, or sex when any part of the project, program, or
activity is financed through financial assistance under section 332
or 333 or chapter 221 or 249 of this title, section 211 or 216 of the
Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973 (45 U.S.C. 721, 726), or
title V of the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory Reform Act of
1976 (45 U.S.C. 821 et seq.).

(c) When the Secretary of Transportation decides that a person
receiving financial assistance under a law referred to in subsection
(b) of this section has not complied with that subsection, a Federal
civil rights law, or an order or regulation issued under a Federal
civil rights law, the Secretary shall notify the person of the decision
and require the person to take necessary action to ensure compli-
ance with that subsection.

(d) If a person does not comply with subsection (b) of this sec-
tion within a reasonable time after receiving a notice under sub-
section (c) of this section, the Secretary shall take at least one of
the following actions:

(1) direct that no more Federal financial assistance be pro-
vided the person.

(2) refer the matter to the Attorney General with a rec-
ommendation that a civil action be brought against the person.

(3) carry out the duties and powers provided by title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.).

(4) take other action provided by law.
(e) When a matter is referred to the Attorney General under

subsection (d)(2) of this section, or when the Attorney General has
reason to believe that a person is engaged in a pattern of practice
violating this section, the Attorney General may begin a civil action
in a district court of the United States for appropriate relief.

§ 307. Safety information and intervention in Interstate
Commerce Commission 1 proceedings

(a) The Secretary of Transportation shall inspect promptly the
safety compliance record in the Department of Transportation of
each person applying to the Interstate Commerce Commission 1 for
authority to provide transportation or freight forwarder service.
The Secretary shall report the findings of the inspection to the
Commission. 1
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(b) When the Secretary is not satisfied with the safety record
of a person applying for permanent authority to provide transpor-
tation or freight forwarder service, or for approval of a proposed
transfer of permanent authority, the Secretary shall intervene and
present evidence of the fitness of the person to the Commission 1

in its proceedings.
(c) When requested by the Commission, 1 the Secretary shall—

(1) provide the Commission 1 with a complete report on the
safety compliance of a carrier providing transportation or
freight forwarder service subject to its jurisdiction;

(2) provide promptly a statement of the safety record of a
person applying to the Commission 1 for temporary authority to
provide transportation;

(3) intervene and present evidence in a proceeding in
which a finding of fitness is required; and

(4) make additional safety compliance surveys and inspec-
tions the Commission 1 decides are desirable to allow it to act
on an application or to make a finding on the fitness of a
carrier.

§ 308. Reports
(a) As soon as practicable after the end of each fiscal year, the

Secretary of Transportation shall report to the President, for sub-
mission to Congress, on the activities of the Department of Trans-
portation during the prior fiscal year.

(b) The Secretary shall submit to the President and Congress
each year a report on the aviation activities of the Department.
The report shall include—

(1) collected information the Secretary considers valuable
in deciding questions about—

(A) the development and regulation of civil aero-
nautics;

(B) the use of airspace of the United States; and
(C) the improvement of the air navigation and traffic

control system; and
(2) recommendations for additional legislation and other

action the Secretary considers necessary.
(c) The Secretary shall submit to Congress each year a report

on the conditions of the public ports of the United States, including
the—

(1) economic and technological development of the ports;
(2) extent to which the ports contribute to the national

welfare and security; and
(3) factors that may impede the continued development of

the ports.
(d) øRepealed by section 1121(h) of Public Law 104–66 (109

Stat. 724).¿
(e)(1) The Secretary shall submit to Congress in March 1998,

and in March of each even-numbered year thereafter, a report of
estimates by the Secretary on the current performance and condi-
tion of public mass transportation systems with recommendations
for necessary administrative or legislative changes.
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(2) In reporting to Congress under this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall prepare a complete assessment of public transportation
facilities in the United States. The Secretary also shall assess fu-
ture needs for those facilities and estimate future capital require-
ments and operation and maintenance requirements for one-year,
5-year, and 10-year periods at specified levels of service.

§ 309. High-speed ground transportation
(a) The Secretary of Transportation, in consultation with the

Secretaries of Commerce, Energy, and Defense, the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency, the Assistant Secretary of
the Army for Public Works, and the heads of other interested agen-
cies, shall lead and coordinate Federal efforts in the research and
development of high-speed ground transportation technologies in
order to foster the implementation of magnetic levitation and high-
speed steel wheel on rail transportation systems as alternatives to
existing transportation systems.

(b)(1) The Secretary may award contracts and grants for dem-
onstrations to determine the contributions that high-speed ground
transportation could make to more efficient, safe, and economical
intercity transportation systems. Such demonstrations shall be de-
signed to measure and evaluate such factors as the public response
to new equipment, higher speeds, variations in fares, improved
comfort and convenience, and more frequent service. In connection
with grants and contracts for demonstrations under this section,
the Secretary shall provide for financial participation by private in-
dustry to the maximum extent practicable.

(2)(A) In connection with the authority provided under para-
graph (1), there is established a national high-speed ground trans-
portation technology demonstration program, which shall be sepa-
rate from the national magnetic levitation prototype development
program established under section 1036(b) of the Intermodal Sur-
face Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 and shall be managed by
the Secretary of Transportation.

(B)(i) Any eligible applicant may submit to the Secretary a pro-
posal for demonstration of any advancement in a high-speed
ground transportation technology or technologies to be incorporated
as a component, subsystem, or system in any revenue service high-
speed ground transportation project or system under construction
or in operation at the time the application is made.

(ii) Grants or contracts shall be awarded only to eligible appli-
cants showing demonstrable benefit to the research and develop-
ment, design, construction, or ultimate operation of any maglev
technology or high-speed steel wheel on rail technology. Criteria to
be considered in evaluating the suitability of a proposal under this
paragraph shall include—

(I) feasibility of guideway or track design and construction;
(II) safety and reliability;
(III) impact on the environment in comparison to other

high-speed ground transportation technologies;
(IV) minimization of land use;
(V) effect on human factors related to high-speed ground

transportation;
(VI) energy and power consumption and cost;
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(VII) integration of high-speed ground transportation sys-
tems with other modes of transportation;

(VIII) actual and projected ridership; and
(IX) design of signaling, communications, and control

systems.
(C) For the purposes of this paragraph, the term ‘‘eligible

applicant’’ means any United States private business, State govern-
ment, local government, organization of State or local government,
or any combination thereof. The term does not include any business
owned in whole or in part by the Federal Government.

(D) The amount and distribution of grants or contracts made
under this paragraph shall be determined by the Secretary. No
grant or contract may be awarded under this paragraph to dem-
onstrate a technology to be incorporated into a project or system lo-
cated in a State that prohibits under State law the expenditure of
non-Federal public funds or revenues on the construction or oper-
ation of such project or system.

(E) Recipients of grants or contracts made pursuant to this
paragraph shall agree to submit a report to the Secretary detailing
the results and benefits of the technology demonstration proposed,
as required by the Secretary.

(c)(1) In carrying out the responsibilities of the Secretary under
this section, the Secretary is authorized to enter into 1 or more co-
operative research and development agreements (as defined by sec-
tion 12 of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980
(15 U.S.C. 3710a)), and 1 or more funding agreements (as defined
by section 201(b) of title 35, United States Code), with United
States companies for the purpose of—

(A) conducting research to overcome technical and other
barriers to the development and construction of practicable
high-speed ground transportation systems and to help advance
the basic generic technologies needed for these systems; and

(B) transferring the research and basic generic tech-
nologies described in subparagraph (A) to industry in order to
help create a viable commercial high-speed ground transpor-
tation industry within the United States.
(2) In a cooperative agreement or funding agreement under

paragraph (1), the Secretary may agree to provide not more than
80 percent of the cost of any project under the agreement. Not less
than 5 percent of the non-Federal entity’s share of the cost of any
such project shall be paid in cash.

(3) The research, development, or utilization of any technology
pursuant to a cooperative agreement under paragraph (1), includ-
ing the terms under which such technology may be licensed and
the resulting royalties may be distributed, shall be subject to the
provisions of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of
1980 (15 U.S.C. 3701 et seq.).

(4) The research, development, or utilization of any technology
pursuant to a funding agreement under paragraph (1), including
the determination of all licensing and ownership rights, shall be
subject to the provisions of chapter 18 of title 35, United States
Code.

(5) At the conclusion of fiscal year 1993 and again at the con-
clusion of fiscal year 1996, the Secretary shall submit reports to
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Congress regarding research and technology transfer activities con-
ducted pursuant to the authorization contained in paragraph (1).

(d)(1) Not later than June 1, 1995, the Secretary shall complete
and submit to Congress a study of the commercial feasibility of con-
structing 1 or more high-speed ground transportation systems in
the United States. Such study shall consist of—

(A) an economic and financial analysis;
(B) a technical assessment; and
(C) recommendations for model legislation for State and

local governments to facilitate construction of high-speed
ground transportation systems.
(2) The economic and financial analysis referred to in para-

graph (1)(A) shall include—
(A) an examination of the potential market for a nation-

wide high-speed ground transportation network, including a
national magnetic levitation ground transportation system;

(B) an examination of the potential markets for short-haul
high-speed ground transportation systems and for intercity and
long-haul high-speed ground transportation systems, including
an assessment of—

(i) the current transportation practices and trends in
each market; and

(ii) the extent to which high-speed ground transpor-
tation systems would relieve the current or anticipated
congestion on other modes of transportation;
(C) projections of the costs of designing, constructing, and

operating high-speed ground transportation systems, the ex-
tent to which such systems can recover their costs (including
capital costs), and the alternative methods available for private
and public financing;

(D) the availability of rights-of-way to serve each market,
including the extent to which average and maximum speeds
would be limited by the curvature of existing rights-of-way and
the prospect of increasing speeds through the acquisition of
additional rights-of-way without significant relocation of
residential, commercial, or industrial facilities;

(E) a comparison of the projected costs of the various
competing high-speed ground transportation technologies;

(F) recommendations for funding mechanisms, tax incen-
tives, liability provisions, and changes in statutes and
regulations necessary to facilitate the development of indi-
vidual high-speed ground transportation systems and the com-
pletion of a nationwide high-speed ground transportation net-
work;

(G) an examination of the effect of the construction and
operation of high-speed ground transportation systems on re-
gional employment and economic growth;

(H) recommendations for the roles appropriate for local, re-
gional, and State governments to facilitate construction of
high-speed ground transportation systems, including the roles
of regional economic development authorities;

(I) an assessment of the potential for a high-speed ground
transportation technology export market;
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(J) recommendations regarding the coordination and cen-
tralization of Federal efforts relating to high-speed ground
transportation;

(K) an examination of the role of the National Railroad
Passenger Corporation in the development and operation of
high-speed ground transportation systems; and

(L) any other economic or financial analyses the Secretary
considers important for carrying out this section.
(3) The technical assessment referred to in paragraph (1)(B)

shall include—
(A) an examination of the various technologies developed

for use in the transportation of passengers by high-speed
ground transportation, including a comparison of the safety
(including dangers associated with grade crossings), energy
efficiency, operational efficiencies, and environmental impacts
of each system;

(B) an examination of the potential role of a United States
designed maglev system, developed as a prototype under sec-
tion 1036(b) of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Effi-
ciency Act of 1991, in relation to the implementation of other
high-speed ground transportation technologies and the national
transportation system;

(C) an examination of the work being done to establish
safety standards for high-speed ground transportation as a re-
sult of the enactment of section 7 of the Rail Safety Improve-
ment Act of 1988;

(D) an examination of the need to establish appropriate
technological, quality, and environmental standards for high-
speed ground transportation systems;

(E) an examination of the significant unresolved technical
issues surrounding the design, engineering, construction, and
operation of high-speed ground transportation systems, includ-
ing the potential for the use of existing rights-of-way;

(F) an examination of the effects on air quality, energy
consumption, noise, land use, health, and safety as a result of
the decreases in traffic volume on other modes of transpor-
tation that are expected to result from the full-scale develop-
ment of high-speed ground transportation systems; and

(G) any other technical assessments the Secretary con-
siders important for carrying out this section.
(e)(1) Within 12 months after the submission of the study re-

quired by subsection (d), the Secretary shall establish the national
high-speed ground transportation policy (hereinafter in this section
referred to as the ‘‘Policy’’).

(2) The Policy shall include—
(A) provisions to promote the design, construction, and

operation of high-speed ground transportation systems in the
United States;

(B) a determination whether the various competing high-
speed ground transportation technologies can be effectively in-
tegrated into a national network and, if not, whether 1 or more
such technologies should receive preferential encouragement
from the Federal Government to enable the development of
such a national network;
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(C) a strategy for prioritizing the markets and corridors in
which the construction of high-speed ground transportation
systems should be encouraged; and

(D) provisions designed to promote American competitive-
ness in the market for high-speed ground transportation tech-
nologies.
(3) The Secretary shall solicit comments from the public in the

development of the Policy and may consult with other Federal
agencies as appropriate in drafting the Policy.

SUBCHAPTER II—ADMINISTRATIVE

§ 321. Definitions
In this subchapter, ‘‘aeronautics’’, ‘‘air commerce’’, and ‘‘air

navigation facility’’ have the same meanings given those terms in
section 40102(a) of this title.

§ 322. General powers
(a) The Secretary of Transportation may prescribe regulations

to carry out the duties and powers of the Secretary. An officer of
the Department of Transportation may prescribe regulations to
carry out the duties and powers of the officer.

(b) The Secretary may delegate, and authorize successive dele-
gations of, duties and powers of the Secretary to an officer or em-
ployee of the Department. An officer of the Department may dele-
gate, and authorize successive delegations of, duties and powers of
the officer to another officer or employee of the Department. How-
ever, the duties and powers specified in sections 103(c)(1), 104(c)(1),
and 106(g)(1) of this title may not be delegated to an officer or em-
ployee outside the Administration concerned.

(c) On a reimbursable basis when appropriate, the Secretary
may, in carrying out aviation duties and powers—

(1) use the available services, equipment, personnel, and
facilities of other civilian or military departments, agencies,
and instrumentalities of the United States Government, with
their consent;

(2) cooperate with those departments, agencies, and instru-
mentalities in establishing and using aviation services, equip-
ment, and facilities of the Department; and

(3) confer and cooperate with, and use the services,
records, and facilities of, State, territorial, municipal, and
other agencies.
(d) The Secretary may make expenditures to carry out aviation

duties and powers, including expenditures for—
(1) rent and personal services;
(2) travel expenses;
(3) office furniture, equipment, supplies, lawbooks, news-

papers, periodicals, and reference books, including exchanges;
(4) printing and binding;
(5) membership in and cooperation with domestic or for-

eign organizations related to, or a part of, the civil aeronautics
industry or the art of aeronautics;
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(6) payment of allowances and other benefits to employees
stationed in foreign countries to the same extent authorized for
members of the Foreign Service of comparable grade;

(7) investigations and studies about aeronautics; and
(8) acquiring, exchanging, operating, and maintaining pas-

senger-carrying aircraft and automobiles and other property.
(e) The Secretary may negotiate, without advertising, the pur-

chase of technical or special property related to air navigation
when the Secretary decides that—

(1) making the property would require a substantial initial
investment or an extended period of preparation; and

(2) procurement by advertising would likely result in addi-
tional cost to the Government by duplication of investment or
would result in duplication of necessary preparation that
would unreasonably delay procuring the property.

§ 323. Personnel
(a) The Secretary of Transportation may appoint and fix the

pay of officers and employees of the Department of Transportation
and may prescribe their duties and powers.

(b) The Secretary may procure services under section 3109 of
title 5. However, an individual may be paid not more than $100 a
day for services.

§ 324. Members of the armed forces
(a) The Secretary of Transportation—

(1) to ensure that national defense interests are safe-
guarded properly and that the Secretary is advised properly
about the needs and special problems of the armed forces, shall
provide for participation of members of the armed forces in car-
rying out the duties and powers of the Secretary related to the
regulation and protection of air traffic, including providing for,
and research and development of, air navigation facilities, and
the allocation of airspace; and

(2) may provide for participation of members of the armed
forces in carrying out other duties and powers of the Secretary.
(b) A member of the Coast Guard on active duty may be ap-

pointed, detailed, or assigned to a position in the Department of
Transportation, except the position of Secretary, Deputy Secretary,
or Assistant Secretary for Administration. A retired member of the
Coast Guard may be appointed, detailed, or assigned to a position
in the Department.

(c) The Secretary of Transportation and the Secretary of a mili-
tary department may make cooperative agreements, including
agreements on reimbursement as may be considered appropriate by
the Secretaries, under which a member of the armed forces may be
appointed, detailed, or assigned to the Department of Transpor-
tation under this section. The Secretary of Transportation shall
send a report each year to the appropriate committees of Congress
on agreements made to carry out subsection (a)(2) of this section,
including the number, rank, and position of each member ap-
pointed, detailed, or assigned under those agreements.

(d) The Secretary of a military department does not control the
duties and powers of a member of the armed forces appointed, de-
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tailed, or assigned under this section when those duties and powers
pertain to the Department of Transportation. A member of the
armed forces appointed, detailed, or assigned under subsection
(a)(2) of this section may not be charged against a statutory limita-
tion on grades or strengths of the armed forces. The appointment,
detail, or assignment and service of a member under this section
to a position in the Department of Transportation does not affect
the status, office, rank, or grade held by that member, or a right
or benefit arising from that status, office, rank, or grade.

§ 325. Advisory committees
(a) Without regard to the provisions of title 5 governing

appointment in the competitive service, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation may appoint advisory committees to consult with and advise
the Secretary in carrying out the duties and powers of the Sec-
retary.

(b) While attending a committee meeting or otherwise serving
at the request of the Secretary, a member of an advisory committee
may be paid not more than $100 a day. A member is entitled to
reimbursement for expenses under section 5703 of title 5. This sub-
section does not apply to individuals regularly employed by the
United States Government.

(c) A member of an advisory committee advising the Secretary
in carrying out aviation duties and powers may serve for not more
than 100 days in a calendar year.

§ 326. Gifts
(a) The Secretary of Transportation may accept and use condi-

tional or unconditional gifts of property for the Department of
Transportation. The Secretary may accept a gift of services in car-
rying out aviation duties and powers. Property accepted under this
section and proceeds from that property must be used, as nearly as
possible, under the terms of the gift.

(b) The Department has a fund in the Treasury. Disburse-
ments from the fund are made on order of the Secretary. The fund
consists of—

(1) gifts of money;
(2) income from property accepted under this section and

proceeds from the sale of that property; and
(3) income from securities under subsection (c) of this sec-

tion.
(c) On request of the Secretary of Transportation, the Secretary

of the Treasury may invest and reinvest amounts in the fund in
securities of, or in securities whose principal and interest is guar-
anteed by, the United States Government.

(d) Property accepted under this section is a gift to or for the
use of the Government under the Internal Revenue Code of 1954
(26 U.S.C. 1 et seq.).

§ 327. Administrative working capital fund
(a) The Department of Transportation has an administrative

working capital fund. Amounts in the fund are available for ex-
penses of operating and maintaining common administrative serv-
ices the Secretary of Transportation decides are desirable for the
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efficiency and economy of the Department. The services may
include—

(1) a central supply service for stationery and other sup-
plies and equipment through which adequate stocks may be
maintained to meet the requirements of the Department;

(2) central messenger, mail, telephone, and other commu-
nications services;

(3) office space;
(4) central services for document reproduction, and for

graphics and visual aids; and
(5) a central library service.

(b) Amounts in the fund are available without regard to fiscal
year limitation. Amounts may be appropriated to the fund.

(c) The fund consists of—
(1) amounts appropriated to the fund;
(2) the reasonable value of stocks of supplies, equipment,

and other assets and inventories on order that the Secretary
transfers to the fund, less the related liabilities and unpaid
obligations;

(3) amounts received from the sale or exchange of prop-
erty; and

(4) payments received for loss or damage to property of the
fund.I20 (d) The fund shall be reimbursed, in advance, from
amounts available to the Department or from other sources, for
supplies and services at rates that will approximate the ex-
penses of operation, including the accrual of annual leave and
the depreciation of equipment. Amounts in the fund, in excess
of amounts transferred or appropriated to maintain the fund,
shall be deposited in the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts.
All assets, liabilities, and prior losses are considered in deter-
mining the amount of the excess.

§ 328. Transportation Systems Center working capital fund
(a) The Department of Transportation has a Transportation

Systems Center working capital fund. Amounts in the fund are
available for financing the activities of the Center, including re-
search, development, testing, evaluation, analysis, and related
activities the Secretary of Transportation approves, for the Depart-
ment, other agencies, State and local governments, other public
authorities, private organizations, and foreign countries.

(b) Amounts in the fund are available without regard to fiscal
year limitation. Amounts may be appropriated to the fund.

(c) The capital of the fund consists of—
(1) amounts appropriated to the fund;
(2) net assets of the Center as of October 1, 1980, includ-

ing unexpended advances made to the Center for which valid
obligations were incurred before October 1, 1980;

(3) the reasonable value of property and other assets
transferred to the fund after September 30, 1980, less the re-
lated liabilities and unpaid obligations; and

(4) the reasonable value of property and other assets do-
nated to the fund.
(d) The fund shall be reimbursed or credited with—
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(1) advance payments from applicable funds or appropria-
tions of the Department and other agencies, and with advance
payments from other sources, the Secretary authorizes, for—

(A) services at rates that will recover the expenses of
operation, including the accrual of annual leave and over-
head; and

(B) acquiring property and equipment under regula-
tions the Secretary prescribes; and
(2) receipts from the sale or exchange of property or in

payment for loss or damage of property held by the fund.
(e) The Secretary shall deposit at the end of each fiscal year,

in the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts, amounts accruing in the
fund that the Secretary decides are in excess of the needs of the
fund.

§ 329. Transportation information
(a) The Secretary of Transportation may collect and collate

transportation information the Secretary decides will contribute to
the improvement of the transportation system of the United States.
To the greatest practical extent, the Secretary shall use informa-
tion available from departments, agencies, and instrumentalities of
the United States Government and other sources. To the extent
practical, the Secretary shall make available to other Government
departments, agencies, and instrumentalities and to the public the
information collected under this subsection.

(b) The Secretary shall—
(1) collect and disseminate information on civil aeronautics

(other than that collected and disseminated by the National
Transportation Safety Board under chapter 11 of this title) in-
cluding at a minimum, information on (A) the origin and des-
tination of passengers in interstate air transportation (as that
term is used in part A of subtitle VII of this title), and (B) the
number of passengers traveling by air between any two points
in interstate air transportation; except that in no case shall the
Secretary require an air carrier to provide information on the
number of passengers or the amount of cargo on a specific
flight if the flight and the flight number under which such
flight operates are used solely for interstate air transportation
and are not used for providing essential air transportation
under subchapter II of chapter 417 of this title;

(2) study the possibilities of developing air commerce and
the aeronautical industry; and

(3) exchange information on civil aeronautics with govern-
ments of foreign countries through appropriate departments,
agencies, and instrumentalities of the Government.
(c)(1) On the written request of a person, a State, territory, or

possession of the United States, or a political subdivision of a
State, territory, or possession, the Secretary may—

(A) make special statistical studies on foreign and domes-
tic transportation;

(B) make special studies on other matters related to duties
and powers of the Secretary;

(C) prepare, from records of the Department of Transpor-
tation, special statistical compilations; and
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(D) provide transcripts of studies, tables, and other records
of the Department.
(2) The person or governmental authority requesting informa-

tion under paragraph (1) of this subsection must pay the actual
cost of preparing the information. Payments shall be deposited in
the Treasury in an account that the Secretary shall administer.
The Secretary may use amounts in the account for the ordinary ex-
penses incidental to getting and providing the information.

(d) To assist in carrying out duties and powers under part A
of subtitle VII of this title, the Secretary of Transportation shall
maintain separate cooperative agreements with the Secretary of
Defense and the Administrator of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration for the timely exchange of information on
their programs, policies, and requirements directly related to car-
rying out that part.

§ 330. Research contracts
(a) The Secretary of Transportation may make contracts with

educational institutions, public and private agencies and organiza-
tions, and persons for scientific or technological research into a
problem related to programs carried out by the Secretary. Before
making a contract, the Secretary must require the institution,
agency, organization, or person to show that it is able to carry out
the contract.

(b) In carrying out this section, the Secretary shall—
(1) give advice and assistance the Secretary believes will

best carry out the duties and powers of the Secretary;
(2) participate in coordinating all research started under

this section;
(3) indicate the lines of inquiry most important to the Sec-

retary; and
(4) encourage and assist in establishing and maintaining

cooperation by and between contractors and between them and
other research organizations, the Department of Transpor-
tation, and other departments, agencies, and instrumentalities
of the United States Government.
(c) The Secretary may distribute publications containing infor-

mation the Secretary considers relevant to research carried out
under this section.

§ 331. Service, supplies, and facilities at remote places
(a) When necessary and not otherwise available, the Secretary

of Transportation may provide for, construct, or maintain the fol-
lowing for officers and employees of the Department of Transpor-
tation and their dependents stationed in remote places:

(1) emergency medical services and supplies.
(2) food and other subsistence supplies.
(3) messing facilities.
(4) motion picture equipment and film for recreation and

training.
(5) living and working quarters and facilities.
(6) reimbursement for food, clothing, medicine, and other

supplies provided by an officer or employee in an emergency
for the temporary relief of individuals in distress.
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(b) The Secretary shall prescribe reasonable charges for med-
ical treatment provided under subsection (a)(1) of this section and
for supplies and services provided under subsection (a)(2) and (3)
of this section. Amounts received under this subsection shall be
credited to the appropriation from which the expenditure was
made.

(c) When appropriations for a fiscal year for aviation duties
and powers have not been made before June 1 immediately before
the beginning of the fiscal year, the Secretary may designate an of-
ficer, and authorize that officer, to incur obligations to buy and
transport supplies to carry out those duties and powers at installa-
tions outside the 48 contiguous States and the District of Columbia.
The amount obligated under this subsection in a fiscal year may
be not more than 75 percent of the amount available for buying
and transporting supplies to those installations for the then cur-
rent fiscal year. Payment of obligations under this subsection shall
be made from appropriations for the next fiscal year when avail-
able.

§ 332. Minority Resource Center
(a) In this section, ‘‘minority’’ includes women.
(b) The Department of Transportation has a Minority Resource

Center. The Center may—
(1) include a national information clearinghouse for minor-

ity entrepreneurs and businesses to disseminate information to
them on business opportunities related to the maintenance, re-
habilitation, restructuring, improvement, and revitalization of
the railroads of the United States;

(2) carry out market research, planning, economic and
business analyses, and feasibility studies to identify those busi-
ness opportunities;

(3) assist minority entrepreneurs and businesses in obtain-
ing investment capital and debt financing;

(4) design and carry out programs to encourage, promote,
and assist minority entrepreneurs and businesses in getting
contracts, subcontracts, and projects related to those business
opportunities;

(5) develop support mechanisms (including venture capital,
surety and bonding organizations, and management and tech-
nical services) that will enable minority entrepreneurs and
businesses to take advantage of those business opportunities;

(6) participate in, and cooperate with, United States Gov-
ernment programs and other programs designed to provide
financial, management, and other forms of support and assist-
ance to minority entrepreneurs and businesses; and

(7) make arrangements to carry out this section.
(c) The Center has an advisory committee of 5 individuals ap-

pointed by the Secretary of Transportation. The Secretary shall
make the appointments from lists of qualified individuals rec-
ommended by minority-dominated trade associations in the minor-
ity business community. Each of those trade associations may sub-
mit a list of not more than 3 qualified individuals.

(d) The United States Railway Association, the Consolidated
Rail Corporation, and the Secretary shall provide the Center with
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relevant information (including procurement schedules, bids, and
specifications on particular maintenance, rehabilitation, restruc-
turing, improvement, and revitalization projects) the Center re-
quests in carrying out this section.

§ 333. Responsibility for rail transportation unification and
coordination projects

* * * * * * *
[Sections 334 and 335 were repealed by section 4(h)(9)(A) of

P.L. 103–272 (108 Stat. 1367)]

§ 336. Civil penalty procedures
(a) After notice and an opportunity for a hearing, a person

found by the Secretary of Transportation to have violated a provi-
sion of law that the Secretary carries out through the Maritime
Administrator or the Commandant of the Coast Guard or a regula-
tion prescribed under that law by the Secretary for which a civil
penalty is provided, is liable to the United States Government for
the civil penalty provided. The amount of the civil penalty shall be
assessed by the Secretary by written notice. In determining the
amount of the penalty, the Secretary shall consider the nature, cir-
cumstances, extent, and gravity of the prohibited acts committed
and, with respect to the violator, the degree of culpability, any his-
tory of prior offenses, ability to pay, and other matters that justice
requires.

(b) The Secretary may compromise, modify, or remit, with or
without consideration, a civil penalty until the assessment is re-
ferred to the Attorney General.

(c) If a person fails to pay an assessment of a civil penalty
after it has become final, the Secretary may refer the matter to the
Attorney General for collection in an appropriate district court of
the United States.

(d) The Secretary may refund or remit a civil penalty collected
under this section if—

(1) application has been made for refund or remission of
the penalty within one year from the date of payment; and

(2) the Secretary finds that the penalty was unlawfully,
improperly, or excessively imposed.

§ 337. Budget request for the Director of Intelligence and
Security

The annual budget the Secretary of Transportation submits
shall include a specific request for the Office of the Director of
Intelligence and Security. In deciding on the budget request for the
Office, the Secretary shall consider recommendations in the annual
report submitted under section 44938(a) of this title.

SUBCHAPTER III—MISCELLANEOUS

§ 351. Judicial review of actions in carrying out certain
transferred duties and powers

(a) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—An action of the Secretary of Transpor-
tation in carrying out a duty or power transferred under the
Department of Transportation Act (Public Law 89–670, 80 Stat.
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931), or an action of the Administrator of the Federal Railroad
Administration, the Federal Highway Administration, or the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration in carrying out a duty or power spe-
cifically assigned to the Administrator by that Act, may be re-
viewed judicially to the same extent and in the same way as if the
action had been an action by the department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the United States Government carrying out the duty
or power immediately before the transfer or assignment.

(b) APPLICATION OF PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS.—A statutory
requirement related to notice, an opportunity for a hearing, action
on the record, or administrative review that applied to a duty or
power transferred by the Act applies to the Secretary or Adminis-
trator when carrying out the duty or power.

(c) NONAPPLICATION.—This section does not apply to a duty or
power transferred from the Interstate Commerce Commission to
the Secretary under section 6(e)(1)–(4) and (6)(A) of the Act.

§ 352. Authority to carry out certain transferred duties and
powers

In carrying out a duty or power transferred under the Depart-
ment of Transportation Act (Public Law 89–670, 80 Stat. 931), the
Secretary of Transportation and the Administrators of the Federal
Railroad Administration, the Federal Highway Administration, and
the Federal Aviation Administration have the same authority that
was vested in the department, agency, or instrumentality of the
United States Government carrying out the duty or power imme-
diately before the transfer. An action of the Secretary or Adminis-
trator in carrying out the duty or power has the same effect as
when carried out by the department, agency, or instrumentality.

§ 353. Toxicological testing of officers and employees
(a) COLLECTING SPECIMENS.—When the Secretary of Transpor-

tation or the head of a component of the Department of Transpor-
tation conducts post-accident or post-incident toxicological testing
of an officer or employee of the Department, the Secretary or head
shall collect the specimen from the officer or employee as soon as
practicable after the accident or incident. The Secretary or head
shall try to collect the specimen not later than 4 hours after the
accident or incident.

(b) REPORTS.—The head of each component shall submit a re-
port to the Secretary on the circumstances about the amount of
time required to collect the specimen for a toxicological test con-
ducted on an officer or employee who is reasonably associated with
the circumstances of an accident or incident under the investigative
jurisdiction of the National Transportation Safety Board.

(c) NONCOMPLIANCE NOT A DEFENSE.—An officer or employee
required to submit to toxicological testing may not assert failure to
comply with this section as a claim, cause of action, or defense in
an administrative or judicial proceeding.

CHAPTER 5—SPECIAL AUTHORITY

SUBCHAPTER I—POWERS
Sec.
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501. Definitions and application.
502. General authority.
503. Service of notice and process on certain motor carriers of migrant workers and

on motor private carriers.
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505. Arrangements and public records.
506. Authority to investigate.
507. Enforcement.
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521. Civil penalties.
522. Reporting and record keeping violations.
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525. Disobedience to subpenas.
526. General criminal penalty when specific penalty not provided.

SUBCHAPTER I—POWERS

§ 501. Definitions and application
(a) In this chapter—

(1) the definitions in sections 10102 and 13102 of this title
apply.

(2) ‘‘migrant worker’’ has the same meaning given that
term in section 31501 of this title.

(3) ‘‘motor carrier of migrant workers’’ means a motor car-
rier of migrant workers subject to the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary of Transportation under section 31502(c) of this title.
(b) APPLICATION.—This chapter only applies in carrying out

sections 20302(a)(1)(B) and (C), (2), and (3), (c), and (d)(1) and
20303 and chapters 205 (except section 20504(b)), 211, 213 (in car-
rying out those sections and chapters), and 315 of this title.

§ 502. General authority
(a) The Secretary of Transportation shall carry out this chap-

ter.
(b) The Secretary may—

(1) inquire into and report on the management of the busi-
ness of rail carriers and motor carriers;

(2) inquire into and report on the management of the busi-
ness of a person controlling, controlled by, or under common
control with those carriers to the extent that the business of
the person is related to the management of the business of that
carrier; and

(3) obtain from those carriers and persons information the
Secretary determines to be necessary.
(c) In carrying out this chapter as it applies to motor carriers,

motor carriers of migrant workers, and motor private carriers, the
Secretary may—

(1) confer and hold joint hearings with State authorities;
(2) cooperate with and use the services, records, and facili-

ties of State authorities; and
(3) make cooperative agreements with a State to enforce

the safety laws and regulations of a State and the United
States related to highway transportation.
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(d) The Secretary may subpena witnesses and records related
to a proceeding or investigation under this chapter from a place in
the United States to the designated place of the proceeding or
investigation. If a witness disobeys a subpena, the Secretary, or a
party to a proceeding or investigation before the Secretary, may
petition the district court for the judicial district in which the pro-
ceeding or investigation is conducted to enforce the subpena. The
court may punish a refusal to obey an order of the court to comply
with a subpena as a contempt of court.

(e)(1) In a proceeding or investigation, the Secretary may take
testimony of a witness by deposition and may order the witness to
produce records. A party to a proceeding or investigation pending
before the Secretary may take the testimony of a witness by deposi-
tion and may require the witness to produce records at any time
after a proceeding or investigation is at issue on petition and an-
swer. If a witness fails to be deposed or to produce records under
this subsection, the Secretary may subpena the witness to take a
deposition, produce the records, or both.

(2) A deposition may be taken before a judge of a court of the
United States, a United States magistrate judge, a clerk of a dis-
trict court, or a chancellor, justice, or judge of a supreme or supe-
rior court, mayor or chief magistrate of a city, judge of a county
court, or court of common pleas of any State, or a notary public
who is not counsel or attorney of a party or interested in the pro-
ceeding or investigation.

(3) Before taking a deposition, reasonable notice must be given
in writing by the party or the attorney of that party proposing to
take a deposition to the opposing party or the attorney of record
of that party, whoever is nearest. The notice shall state the name
of the witness and the time and place of taking the deposition.

(4) The testimony of a person deposed under this subsection
shall be taken under oath. The person taking the deposition shall
prepare, or cause to be prepared, a transcript of the testimony
taken. The transcript shall be subscribed by the deponent.

(5) The testimony of a witness who is in a foreign country may
be taken by deposition before an officer or person designated by the
Secretary or agreed on by the parties by written stipulation filed
with the Secretary. The deposition shall be filed with the Secretary
promptly.

(f) Each witness summoned before the Secretary or whose
deposition is taken under this section and the individual taking the
deposition are entitled to the same fees and mileage paid for those
services in the courts of the United States.

§ 503. Service of notice and process on certain motor car-
riers of migrant workers and on motor private car-
riers

(a) Each motor carrier of migrant workers (except a motor con-
tract carrier) and each motor private carrier shall designate an
agent by name and post office address on whom service of notices
in a proceeding before, and actions of, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation may be made. The designation shall be in writing and filed
with the Secretary. The carrier also shall file the designation with
the authority of each State in which it operates having jurisdiction
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to regulate transportation by motor vehicle in intrastate commerce
on the highways of that State. The designation may be changed at
any time in the same manner as originally made.

(b) A notice of the Secretary to a carrier under this section is
served personally or by mail on that carrier or its designated agent.
Service by mail on the designated agent is made at the address
filed for the agent. When notice is given by mail, the date of mail-
ing is considered to be the time when the notice is served. If the
carrier does not have a designated agent, service may be made by
posting a copy of the notice in the office of the secretary or clerk
of the authority having jurisdiction to regulate transportation by
motor vehicle in intrastate commerce on the highways of the State
in which the carrier maintains headquarters and with the Sec-
retary.

(c) Each of those carriers, including such a carrier operating in
the United States while providing transportation between places in
a foreign country or between a place in one foreign country and a
place in another foreign country, shall designate an agent in each
State in which it operates by name and post office address on
whom process issued by a court with subject matter jurisdiction
may be served in an action brought against that carrier. The des-
ignation shall be in writing and filed with the Secretary and with
the authority of each State in which the carrier operates having
jurisdiction to regulate transportation by motor vehicle in intra-
state commerce on the highways of that State. If a designation
under this subsection is not made, service may be made on any
agent of the carrier in that State. The designation may be changed
at any time in the same manner as originally made.

§ 504. Reports and records
(a) In this section—

(1) ‘‘association’’ means an organization maintained by or
in the interest of a group of rail carriers, motor carriers, motor
carriers of migrant workers, or motor private carriers that per-
forms a service, or engages in activities, related to transpor-
tation of that carrier.

(2) ‘‘carrier’’ means a motor carrier, motor carrier of mi-
grant workers, motor private carrier, and rail carrier.

(3) ‘‘lessor’’ means a person owning a railroad that is
leased to and operated by a rail carrier, and a person leasing
a right to operate as a motor carrier, motor carrier of migrant
workers, or motor private carrier to another.

(4) ‘‘lessor’’ and ‘‘carrier’’ include a receiver or trustee of
that lessor or carrier, respectively.
(b)(1) The Secretary of Transportation may prescribe the form

of records required to be prepared or compiled under this section
by—

(A) carriers and lessors; and
(B) a person furnishing cars or protective service against

heat or cold to or for a rail carrier.
(2) The Secretary may require—

(A) carriers, lessors, associations, or classes of them as the
Secretary may prescribe, to file annual, periodic, and special
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reports with the Secretary containing answers to questions
asked by the Secretary; and

(B) a person furnishing cars or protective service against
heat or cold to a rail carrier to file reports with the Secretary
containing answers to questions about those cars or service.
(c) The Secretary, or an employee (and, in the case of a motor

carrier, a contractor) designated by the Secretary, may on demand
and display of proper credentials—

(1) inspect the equipment of a carrier or lessor; and
(2) inspect and copy any record of—

(A) a carrier, lessor, or association;
(B) a person controlling, controlled by, or under com-

mon control with a carrier, if the Secretary considers
inspection relevant to that person’s relation to, or trans-
action with, that carrier; and

(C) a person furnishing cars or protective service
against heat or cold to or for a rail carrier if the Secretary
prescribed the form of that record.

(d) The Secretary may prescribed, the time period during
which records must be preserved by a carrier, lessor, and person
furnishing cars or protective service.

(e)(1) An annual report shall contain an account, in as much
detail as the Secretary may require, of the affairs of a carrier, les-
sor, or association for the 12-month period ending on the 31st day
of December of each year. The annual report shall be filed with the
Secretary by the end of the 3d month after the end of the year for
which the report is made unless the Secretary extends the filing
date or changes the period covered by the report.

(2) The annual report and, if the Secretary requires, any other
report made under this section shall be made under oath.

(f) No part of a report of an accident occurring in operations
of a motor carrier, motor carrier of migrant workers, or motor pri-
vate carrier and required by the Secretary, and no part of a report
of an investigation of the accident made by the Secretary, may be
admitted into evidence or used in a civil action for damages related
to a matter mentioned in the report or investigation.

§ 505. Arrangements and public records
(a) The Secretary of Transportation may require a motor car-

rier, motor carrier of migrant workers, or motor private carrier to
file a copy of each arrangement related to a matter under this
chapter that it has with another person. The Secretary may dis-
close the existence or contents of an arrangement between a motor
contract carrier and a shipper filed under this section only if the
disclosure is consistent with the public interest and is made as part
of the record in a formal proceeding.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (a) of this section, all
arrangements and statistics, tables, and figures contained in re-
ports filed with the Secretary by a motor carrier under this chapter
are public records. Such a public record, or a copy or extract of it,
certified by the Secretary under seal is competent in a proceeding
of the Secretary, and, except as provided in section 504(f) of this
title, in a judicial proceeding.
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§ 506. Authority to investigate
(a) The Secretary of Transportation may begin an investigation

under this chapter on the initiative of the Secretary or on com-
plaint. If the Secretary finds that a rail carrier, motor carrier,
motor carrier of migrant workers, or motor private carrier is vio-
lating this chapter, the Secretary shall take appropriate action to
compel compliance with this chapter. The Secretary may take ac-
tion only after giving the carrier notice of the investigation and an
opportunity for a proceeding.

(b) A person, including a governmental authority, may file with
the Secretary a complaint about a violation of this chapter by a
carrier referred to in subsection (a) of this section. The complaint
must state the facts that are the subject of the violation. The Sec-
retary may dismiss a complaint the Secretary determines does not
state reasonable grounds for investigation and action. However, the
Secretary may not dismiss a complaint made against a rail carrier
because of the absence of direct damage to the complainant.

(c) The Secretary shall make a written report of each proceding
involving a rail carrier or motor carrier conducted and furnish a
copy to each party to that proceeding. The report shall include the
findings, conclusions, and the order of the Secretary. The Secretary
may have the reports published for public use. A published report
of the Secretary is competent evidence of its contents.

§ 507. Enforcement
(a) The Secretary of Transportation may bring a civil action to

enforce—
(1) an order of the Secretary under this chapter when vio-

lated by a rail carrier; and
(2) this chapter or a regulation or order of the Secretary

under this chapter when violated by a motor carrier, motor
carrier of migrant workers, motor private carrier, or freight
forwarder.
(b) The Attorney General may, and on request of the Secretary

shall, bring court proceedings to enforce this chapter or a regula-
tion or order of the Secretary under this chapter and to prosecute
a person violating this chapter or a regulation or order of the Sec-
retary.

(c) The Attorney General, at the request of the Secretary, may
bring an action in an appropriate district court of the United States
for equitable relief to redress a violation by any person of a provi-
sion of subchapter III of chapter 311 (except sections 31138 and
31139) or section 31502 of this title, or an order or regulation
issued under any of those provisions. Such district court shall have
jurisdiction to determine any such action and may grant such relief
as is necessary or appropriate, including mandatory or prohibitive
injunctive relief, interim equitable relief, and punitive damages.

(d) A person injured because a rail carrier or freight forwarder
does not obey an order of the Secretary under this chapter may
bring a civil action to enforce that order under this subsection.

(e) In a civil action brought under subsection (a)(2) of this sec-
tion against a motor carrier, motor carrier of migrant workers, or
motor private carrier—
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(1) trial is in the judicial district in which the carrier oper-
ates;

(2) process may be served without regard to the territorial
limits of the district or of the State in which the action is
brought; and

(3) a person participating with the carrier in a violation
may be joined in the civil action without regard to the resi-
dence of the person.

§ 508. Safety performance history of new drivers; limitation
on liability

(a) LIMITATION ON LIABILITY.—No action or proceeding for
defamation, invasion of privacy, or interference with a contract that
is based on the furnishing or use of safety performance records in
accordance with regulations issued by the Secretary may be
brought against—

(1) a motor carrier requesting the safety performance
records of an individual under consideration for employment as
a commercial motor vehicle driver as required by and in
accordance with regulations issued by the Secretary;

(2) a person who has complied with such a request; or
(3) the agents or insurers of a person described in para-

graph (1) or (2).
(b) RESTRICTIONS ON APPLICABILITY.—

(1) MOTOR CARRIER REQUESTING.—Subsection (a) does not
apply to a motor carrier requesting safety performance records
unless—

(A) the motor carrier and any agents of the motor car-
rier have complied with the regulations issued by the Sec-
retary in using the records, including the requirement that
the individual who is the subject of the records be afforded
a reasonable opportunity to review and comment on the
records;

(B) the motor carrier and any agents and insurers of
the motor carrier have taken all precautions reasonably
necessary to protect the records from disclosure to any per-
son, except for such an insurer, not directly involved in de-
ciding whether to hire that individual; and

(C) the motor carrier has used those records only to
assess the safety performance of the individual who is the
subject of those records in deciding whether to hire that
individual.
(2) PERSON COMPLYING WITH REQUESTS.—Subsection (a)

does not apply to a person complying with a request for safety
performance records unless—

(A) the complying person and any agents of the com-
plying person have taken all precautions reasonably nec-
essary to ensure the accuracy of the records and have com-
plied with the regulations issued by the Secretary in fur-
nishing the records, including the requirement that the
individual who is the subject of the records be afforded a
reasonable opportunity to review and comment on the
records; and
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(B) the complying person and any agents and insurers
of the complying person have taken all precautions reason-
ably necessary to protect the records from disclosure to
any person, except for such an insurer, not directly in-
volved in forwarding the records.
(3) PERSONS KNOWINGLY FURNISHING FALSE INFORMA-

TION.—Subsection (a) does not apply to persons who knowingly
furnish false information.
(c) PREEMPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL LAW.—No State or polit-

ical subdivision thereof may enact, prescribe, issue, continue in ef-
fect, or enforce any law (including any regulation, standard, or
other provision having the force and effect of law) that prohibits,
penalizes, or imposes liability for furnishing or using safety per-
formance records in accordance with regulations issued by the Sec-
retary to carry out this section. Notwithstanding any provision of
law, written authorization shall not be required to obtain informa-
tion on the motor vehicle driving record of an individual under con-
sideration for employment with a motor carrier.

SUBCHAPTER II—PENALTIES

§ 521. Civil penalties
(a)(1) A person required under section 504 of this title to make,

prepare, preserve, or submit to the Secretary of Transportation a
record about rail carrier transportation, that does not make, pre-
pare, preserve, or submit that record as required under that sec-
tion, is liable to the United States Government for a civil penalty
of $500 for each violation.

(2) A rail carrier, and a lessor, receiver, or trustee of that car-
rier, violating section 504(c)(1) of this title, is liable to the Govern-
ment for a civil penalty of $100 for each violation.

(3) A rail carrier, a lessor, receiver, or trustee of that carrier,
a person furnishing cars or protective service against heat or cold,
and an officer, agent, or employee of one of them, required to make
a report to the Secretary or answer a question, that does not make
a report to the Secretary or does not specifically, completely, and
truthfully answer the question, is liable to the Government for a
civil penalty of $100 for each violation.

(4) A separate violation occurs for each day a violation under
this subsection continues.

(5) Trial in a civil action under this subsection is in the judicial
district in which the rail carrier has its principal operating office
or in a district through which the railroad of the rail carrier runs.

(b)(1)(A) If the Secretary finds that a violation of a provision
of subchapter III of chapter 311 (except sections 31138 and 31139)
or section 31302, 31303, 31304, 31305(b), 31310(g)(1)(A), or 31502
of this title, or a violation of a regulation issued under any of those
provisions, has occurred, the Secretary shall issue a written notice
to the violator. Such notice shall describe with reasonable particu-
larity the nature of the violation found and the provision which has
been violated. The notice shall specify the proposed civil penalty,
if any, and suggest actions which might be taken in order to abate
the violation. The notice shall indicate that the violator may,
within 15 days of service, notify the Secretary of the violator’s in-
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tention to contest the matter. In the event of a contested notice, the
Secretary shall afford such violator an opportunity for a hearing,
pursuant to section 554 of title 5, following which the Secretary
shall issue an order affirming, modifying, or vacating the notice of
violation.

(B) NONAPPLICABILITY TO REPORTING AND RECORD-
KEEPING VIOLATIONS.—Subparagraph (A) shall not apply to
reporting and recordkeeping violations.

(2) CIVIL PENALTY.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise provided in this

subsection, any person who is determined by the Sec-
retary, after notice and opportunity for a hearing, to have
committed an act that is a violation of regulations issued
by the Secretary under subchapter III of chapter 311 (ex-
cept sections 31138 and 31139) or section 31502 of this
title shall be liable to the United States for a civil penalty
in an amount not to exceed $10,000 for each offense. Not-
withstanding any other provision of this section (except
subparagraph (C)), no civil penalty shall be assessed under
this section against an employee for a violation in an
amount exceeding $2,500.

(B) RECORDKEEPING AND REPORTING VIOLATIONS.—A
person required to make a report to the Secretary, answer
a question, or make, prepare, or preserve a record under
section 504 of this title or under any regulation issued by
the Secretary pursuant to subchapter III of chapter 311
(except sections 31138 and 31139) or section 31502 of this
title about transportation by motor carrier, motor carrier
of migrant workers, or motor private carrier, or an officer,
agent, or employee of that person—

(i) who does not make that report, does not specifi-
cally, completely, and truthfully answer that question
in 30 days from the date the Secretary requires the
question to be answered, or does not make, prepare, or
preserve that record in the form and manner pre-
scribed by the Secretary, shall be liable to the United
States for a civil penalty in an amount not to exceed
$500 for each offense, and each day of the violation
shall constitute a separate offense, except that the
total of all civil penalties assessed against any violator
for all offenses related to any single violation shall not
exceed $5,000; or

(ii) who knowingly falsifies, destroys, mutilates, or
changes a required report or record, knowingly files a
false report with the Secretary, knowingly makes or
causes or permits to be made a false or incomplete
entry in that record about an operation or business
fact or transaction, or knowingly makes, prepares, or
preserves a record in violation of a regulation or order
of the Secretary, shall be liable to the United States
for a civil penalty in an amount not to exceed $5,000
for each violation, if any such action can be shown to
have misrepresented a fact that constitutes a violation
other than a reporting or recordkeeping violation.
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(C) VIOLATIONS PERTAINING TO CDLS.—Any person who is
determined by the Secretary, after notice and opportunity for
a hearing, to have committed an act which is a violation of sec-
tion 31302, 31303, 31304, 31305(b), or 31310(g)(1)(A) of this
title shall be liable to the United States for a civil penalty not
to exceed $2,500 for each offense.

(D) DETERMINATION OF AMOUNT.—The amount of any civil
penalty, and a reasonable time for abatement of the violation,
shall by written order be determined by the Secretary, taking
into account the nature, circumstances, extent, and gravity of
the violation committed and, with respect to the violator, the
degree of culpability, history of prior offenses, ability to pay, ef-
fect on ability to continue to do business, and such other mat-
ters as justice and public safety may require. In each case, the
assessment shall be calculated to induce further compliance.
(3) The Secretary may require any violator served with a notice

of violation to post a copy of such notice or statement of such notice
in such place or places and for such duration as the Secretary may
determine appropriate to aid in the enforcement of subchapter III
of chapter 311 (except sections 31138 and 31139) or section 31302,
31303, 31304, 31305(b), or 31502 of this title, as the case may be.

(4) Such civil penalty may be recovered in an action brought
by the Attorney General on behalf of the United States in the
appropriate district court of the United States or, before referral to
the Attorney General, such civil penalty may be compromised by
the Secretary.

(5)(A) If, upon inspection or investigation, the Secretary deter-
mines that a violation of a provision of subchapter III of chapter
311 (except sections 31138 and 31139) or section 31302, 31303,
31304, 31305(b), or 31502 of this title or a regulation issued under
any of those provisions, or combination of such violations, poses an
imminent hazard to safety, the Secretary shall order a vehicle or
employee operating such vehicle out of service, or order an em-
ployer to cease all or part of the employer’s commercial motor vehi-
cle operations. In making any such order, the Secretary shall im-
pose no restriction on any employee or employer beyond that re-
quired to abate the hazard. Subsequent to the issuance of the
order, opportunity for review shall be provided in accordance with
section 554 of title 5, except that such review shall occur not later
than 10 days after issuance of such order.

(B) In this paragraph, ‘‘imminent hazard’’ means any condition
of vehicle, employee, or commercial motor vehicle operations which
is likely to result in serious injury or death if not discontinued
immediately.

(6) CRIMINAL PENALTIES.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—Any person who knowingly and willfully

violates any provision of subchapter III of chapter 311 (except
sections 31138 and 31139) or section 31502 of this title, or a
regulation issued under any of those provisions shall, upon
conviction, be subject for each offense to a fine not to exceed
$25,000 or imprisonment for a term not to exceed one year, or
both, except that, if such violator is an employee, the violator
shall only be subject to penalty if, while operating a commer-
cial motor vehicle, the violator’s activities have led or could
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have led to death or serious injury, in which case the violator
shall be subject, upon conviction, for a fine not to exceed
$2,500.

(B) VIOLATIONS PERTAINING TO CDLS.—Any person who
knowingly and willfully violates—

(i) any provision of section 31302, 31303(b) or (c),
31304, 31305(b), or 31310(g)(1)(A) of this title or a regula-
tion issued under such section, or

(ii) with respect to notification of a serious traffic vio-
lation as defined under section 31301 of this title, any pro-
vision of section 31303(a) of this title or a regulation
issued under section 31303(a),

shall, upon conviction, be subject for each offense to a fine not to
exceed $5,000 or imprisonment for a term not to exceed 90 days,
or both.

(7) The Secretary shall issue regulations establishing penalty
schedules designed to induce timely compliance for persons failing
to comply promptly with the requirements set forth in any notices
and orders under this subsection.

(8) Any aggrieved person who, after a hearing, is adversely af-
fected by a final order issued under this section may, within 30
days, petition for review of the order in the United States Court
of Appeals in the circuit wherein the violation is alleged to have
occurred or where the violator has his principal place of business
or residence, or in the United States Court of Appeals for the Dis-
trict of Columbia Circuit. Review of the order shall be based on a
determination of whether the Secretary’s findings and conclusions
were supported by substantial evidence, or were otherwise not in
accordance with law. No objection that has not been urged before
the Secretary shall be considered by the court, unless reasonable
grounds existed for failure or neglect to do so. The commencement
of proceedings under this subsection shall not, unless ordered by
the court, operate as a stay of the order of the Secretary.

(9) All penalties and fines collected under this section shall be
deposited into the Highway Trust Fund (other than the Mass Tran-
sit Account).

(10) In any action brought under this section, process may be
served without regard to the territorial limits of the district of the
State in which the action is brought.

(11) In any proceeding for criminal contempt for violation of an
injunction or restraining order issued under this section, trial shall
be by the court, or, upon demand of the accused, by a jury, con-
ducted in accordance with the provisions of rule 42(b) of the Fed-
eral Rules of Criminal Procedure.

(12) The provisions of this subsection shall not affect chapter
51 of this title or any regulation promulgated by the Secretary
under chapter 51.

(13) As used in this subsection, the term ‘‘commercial motor ve-
hicle’’, ‘‘employee’’, ‘‘employer’’, and ‘‘State’’ have the meaning such
terms have under section 31132 of this title.

§ 522. Reporting and record keeping violations
A person required to make a report to the Secretary of Trans-

portation, or make, prepare, or preserve a record, under section 504
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of this title about transportation by rail carrier, that knowingly and
willfully (1) makes a false entry in the report or record, (2) de-
stroys, mutilates, changes, or by another means falsifies the record,
(3) does not enter business related facts and transactions in the
record, (4) makes, prepares, or preserves the record in violation of
a regulation or order of the Secretary, or (5) files a false report or
record with the Secretary, shall be fined not more than $5,000,
imprisoned for not more than 2 year, or both.

§ 523. Unlawful disclosure of information
(a) A motor carrier, or an officer, receiver, trustee, lessee, or

employee of that carrier, or another person authorized by that car-
rier to receive information from that carrier, may not knowingly
disclose to another person (except the shipper or consignee), and
another person may not solicit, or knowingly receive, information
about the nature, kind, quantity, destination, consignee, or routing
of property tendered or delivered to that carrier without the con-
sent of the shipper or consignee if that information may be used
to the detriment of the shipper or consignee or may disclose im-
properly to a competitor the business transactions of the shipper or
consignee.

(b) This chapter does not prevent a motor carrier, motor carrier
of migrant workers, or motor private carrier from giving
information—

(1) in response to legal process issued under authority of
a court of the United States or a State;

(2) to an officer, employee, or agent of the United State
Government, a State, or a territory or possession of the United
States; and

(3) to another motor carrier, motor carrier of migrant
workers, or motor private carrier, or its agent, to adjust mu-
tual traffic accounts in the ordinary course of business.
(c) An employee of the Secretary of Transportation delegated to

make an inspection under section 504 of this title who knowingly
discloses information acquired during that inspection, except as di-
rected by the Secretary, a court, or a judge of that court, shall be
fined not more than $500, imprisoned for not more than 6 months,
or both.

§ 524. Evasion of regulation of motor carriers
A person, or an officer, employee, or agent of that person, that

by any means knowingly and willfully tries to evade regulation of
motor carriers under this chapter shall be fined at least $200 but
not more than $500 for the first violation and at least $250 but not
more than $2,000 for a subsequent violation.

§ 525. Disobedience to subpenas
A motor carrier, motor carrier of migrant workers, or motor

private carrier not obeying a subpena or requirement of the Sec-
retary of Transportation under this chapter to appear and testify
or produce records shall be fined at least $100 but not more than
$5,000, imprisoned for not more than one year, or both.
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§ 526. General criminal penalty when specific penalty not
provided

When another criminal penalty is not provided a provision of
this chapter, subchapter III of chapter 311 (except sections 31138
and 31139), or section 31502 of this title, a person that knowingly
and willfully violates any of those provisions or a regulation or
order of the Secretary of Transportation under any of those provi-
sions, related to transportation by motor carrier, motor carrier of
migrant workers, or motor private carrier, shall be fined at least
$100 but not more than $500 for the first violation and at least
$200 but not more than $500 for a subsequent violation. A separate
violation occurs each day the violation continues.

CHAPTER 7—SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

SUBCHAPTER I—ESTABLISHMENT
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SUBCHAPTER I—ESTABLISHMENT

§ 701. Establishment of Board
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby established within the

Department of Transportation the Surface Transportation Board.
(b) MEMBERSHIP.—(1) The Board shall consist of 3 members, to

be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate. Not more than 2 members may be appointed from
the same political party.

(2) At any given time, at least 2 members of the Board shall
be individuals with professional standing and demonstrated knowl-
edge in the fields of transportation or transportation regulation,
and at least one member shall be an individual with professional
or business experience (including agriculture) in the private sector.

(3) The term of each member of the Board shall be 5 years and
shall begin when the term of the predecessor of that member ends.
An individual appointed to fill a vacancy occurring before the expi-
ration of the term for which the predecessor of that individual was
appointed, shall be appointed for the remainder of that term. When
the term of office of a member ends, the member may continue to
serve until a successor is appointed and qualified, but for a period
not to exceed one year. The President may remove a member for
inefficiency, neglect of duty, or malfeasance in office.
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(4) On January 1, 1996, the members of the Interstate Com-
merce Commission serving unexpired terms on December 29, 1995,
shall become members of the Board, to serve for a period of time
equal to the remainder of the term for which they were originally
appointed to the Interstate Commerce Commission. Any member of
the Interstate Commerce Commission whose term expires on De-
cember 31, 1995, shall become a member of the Board, subject to
paragraph (3).

(5) No individual may serve as a member of the Board for more
than 2 terms. In the case of an individual who becomes a member
of the Board pursuant to paragraph (4), or an individual appointed
to fill a vacancy occurring before the expiration of the term for
which the predecessor of that individual was appointed, such indi-
vidual may not be appointed for more than one additional term.

(6) A member of the Board may not have a pecuniary interest
in, hold an official relation to, or own stock in or bonds of, a carrier
providing transportation by any mode and may not engage in an-
other business, vocation, or employment.

(7) A vacancy in the membership of the Board does not impair
the right of the remaining members to exercise all of the powers
of the Board. The Board may designate a member to act as Chair-
man during any period in which there is no Chairman designated
by the President.

(c) CHAIRMAN.—(1) There shall be at the head of the Board a
Chairman, who shall be designated by the President from among
the members of the Board. The Chairman shall receive compensa-
tion at the rate prescribed for level III of the Executive Schedule
under section 5314 of title 5.

(2) Subject to the general policies, decisions, findings, and
determinations of the Board, the Chairman shall be responsible for
administering the Board. The Chairman may delegate the powers
granted under this paragraph to an officer, employee, or office of
the Board. The Chairman shall—

(A) appoint and supervise, other than regular and full-time
employees in the immediate offices of another member, the offi-
cers and employees of the Board, including attorneys to provide
legal aid and service to the Board and its members, and to rep-
resent the Board in any case in court;

(B) appoint the heads of offices with the approval of the
Board;

(C) distribute Board business among officers and employ-
ees and offices of the Board;

(D) prepare requests for appropriations for the Board and
submit those requests to the President and Congress with the
prior approval of the Board; and

(E) supervise the expenditure of funds allocated by the
Board for major programs and purposes.

§ 702. Functions
Except as otherwise provided in the ICC Termination Act of

1995, or the amendments made thereby, the Board shall perform
all functions that, immediately before January 1, 1996, were func-
tions of the Interstate Commerce Commission or were performed by
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any officer or employee of the Interstate Commerce Commission in
the capacity as such officer or employee.

§ 703. Administrative provisions
(a) EXECUTIVE REORGANIZATION.—Chapter 9 of title 5, United

States Code, shall apply to the Board in the same manner as it
does to an independent regulatory agency, and the Board shall be
an establishment of the United States Government.

(b) OPEN MEETINGS.—For purposes of section 552b of title 5,
United States Code, the Board shall be deemed to be an agency.

(c) INDEPENDENCE.—In the performance of their functions, the
members, employees, and other personnel of the Board shall not be
responsible to or subject to the supervision or direction of any offi-
cer, employee, or agent of any other part of the Department of
Transportation.

(d) REPRESENTATION BY ATTORNEYS.—Attorneys designated by
the Chairman of the Board may appear for, and represent the
Board in, any civil action brought in connection with any function
carried out by the Board pursuant to this chapter or subtitle IV or
as otherwise authorized by law.

(e) ADMISSION TO PRACTICE.—Subject to section 500 of title 5,
the Board may regulate the admission of individuals to practice be-
fore it and may impose a reasonable admission fee.

(f) BUDGET REQUESTS.—In each annual request for appropria-
tions by the President, the Secretary of Transportation shall iden-
tify the portion thereof intended for the support of the Board and
include a statement by the Board—

(1) showing the amount requested by the Board in its
budgetary presentation to the Secretary and the Office of Man-
agement and Budget; and

(2) an assessment of the budgetary needs of the Board.
(g) DIRECT TRANSMITTAL TO CONGRESS.—The Board shall

transmit to Congress copies of budget estimates, requests, and
information (including personnel needs), legislative recommenda-
tions, prepared testimony for congressional hearings, and com-
ments on legislation at the same time they are sent to the Sec-
retary of Transportation. An officer of an agency may not impose
conditions on or impair communications by the Board with Con-
gress, or a committee or Member of Congress, about the
information.

§ 704. Annual report
The Board shall annually transmit to the Congress a report on

its activities.

§ 705. Authorization of appropriations
There are authorized to be appropriated for the activities of the

Board—
(1) $8,421,000 for fiscal year 1996;
(2) $12,000,000 for fiscal year 1997; and
(3) $12,000,000 for fiscal year 1998.
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§ 706. Reporting official action
(a) REPORTS ON PROCEEDINGS.—The Board shall make a writ-

ten report of each proceeding conducted on complaint or on its own
initiative and furnish a copy to each party to that proceeding. The
report shall include the findings, conclusions, and the order of the
Board and, if damages are awarded, the findings of fact supporting
the award. The Board may have its reports published for public
use. A published report of the Board is competent evidence of its
contents.

(b) SPECIAL RULES FOR MATTERS RELATED TO RAIL CARRIERS.—
(1) When action of the Board in a matter related to a rail carrier
is taken by the Board, an individual member of the Board, or an-
other individual or group of individuals designated to take official
action for the Board, the written statement of that action (includ-
ing a report, order, decision and order, vote, notice, letter, policy
statement, or regulation) shall indicate—

(A) the official designation of the individual or group tak-
ing the action;

(B) the name of each individual taking, or participating in
taking, the action; and

(C) the vote or position of each participating individual.
(2) If an individual member of a group taking an official action

referred to in paragraph (1) does not participate in it, the written
statement of the action shall indicate that the member did not par-
ticipate. An individual participating in taking an official action is
entitled to express the views of that individual as part of the writ-
ten statement of the action. In addition to any publication of the
written statement, it shall be made available to the public under
section 552(a) of title 5.

SUBCHAPTER II—ADMINISTRATIVE

§ 721. Powers
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall carry out this chapter and

subtitle IV. Enumeration of a power of the Board in this chapter
or subtitle IV does not exclude another power the Board may have
in carrying out this chapter or subtitle IV. The Board may pre-
scribe regulations in carrying out this chapter and subtitle IV.

(b) INQUIRIES, REPORTS, AND ORDERS.—The Board may—
(1) inquire into and report on the management of the busi-

ness of carriers providing transportation and services subject
to subtitle IV;

(2) inquire into and report on the management of the busi-
ness of a person controlling, controlled by, or under common
control with those carriers to the extent that the business of
that person is related to the management of the business of
that carrier;

(3) obtain from those carriers and persons information the
Board decides is necessary to carry out subtitle IV; and

(4) when necessary to prevent irreparable harm, issue an
appropriate order without regard to subchapter II of chapter 5
of title 5.
(c) SUBPOENA WITNESSES.—(1) The Board may subpoena wit-

nesses and records related to a proceeding of the Board from any
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place in the United States, to the designated place of the pro-
ceeding. If a witness disobeys a subpoena, the Board, or a party to
a proceeding before the Board, may petition a court of the United
States to enforce that subpoena.

(2) The district courts of the United States have jurisdiction to
enforce a subpoena issued under this section. Trial is in the district
in which the proceeding is conducted. The court may punish a re-
fusal to obey a subpoena as a contempt of court.

(d) DEPOSITIONS.—(1) In a proceeding, the Board may take the
testimony of a witness by deposition and may order the witness to
produce records. A party to a proceeding pending before the Board
may take the testimony of a witness by deposition and may require
the witness to produce records at any time after a proceeding is at
issue on petition and answer.

(2) If a witness fails to be deposed or to produce records under
paragraph (1), the Board may subpoena the witness to take a depo-
sition, produce the records, or both.

(3) A deposition may be taken before a judge of a court of the
United States, a United States magistrate judge, a clerk of a dis-
trict court, or a chancellor, justice, or judge of a supreme or supe-
rior court, mayor or chief magistrate of a city, judge of a county
court, or court of common pleas of any State, or a notary public
who is not counsel or attorney of a party or interested in the pro-
ceeding.

(4) Before taking a deposition, reasonable notice must be given
in writing by the party or the attorney of that party proposing to
take a deposition to the opposing party or the attorney of record
of that party, whoever is nearest. The notice shall state the name
of the witness and the time and place of taking the deposition.

(5) The testimony of a person deposed under this subsection
shall be taken under oath. The person taking the deposition shall
prepare, or cause to be prepared, a transcript of the testimony
taken. The transcript shall be subscribed by the deponent.

(6) The testimony of a witness who is in a foreign country may
be taken by deposition before an officer or person designated by the
Board or agreed on by the parties by written stipulation filed with
the Board. A deposition shall be filed with the Board promptly.

(e) WITNESS FEES.—Each witness summoned before the Board
or whose deposition is taken under this section and the individual
taking the deposition are entitled to the same fees and mileage
paid for those services in the courts of the United States.

§ 722. Board action
(a) EFFECTIVE DATE OF ACTIONS.—Unless otherwise provided

in subtitle IV, the Board may determine, within a reasonable time,
when its actions, other than an action ordering the payment of
money, take effect.

(b) TERMINATING AND CHANGING ACTIONS.—An action of the
Board remains in effect under its own terms or until superseded.
The Board may change, suspend, or set aside any such action on
notice. Notice may be given in a manner determined by the Board.
A court of competent jurisdiction may suspend or set aside any
such action.
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(c) RECONSIDERING ACTIONS.—The Board may, at any time on
its own initiative because of material error, new evidence, or sub-
stantially changed circumstances—

(1) reopen a proceeding;
(2) grant rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration of an

action of the Board; or
(3) change an action of the Board.

An interested party may petition to reopen and reconsider an ac-
tion of the Board under this subsection under regulations of the
Board.

(d) FINALITY OF ACTIONS.—Notwithstanding subtitle IV, an ac-
tion of the Board under this section is final on the date on which
it is served, and a civil action to enforce, enjoin, suspend, or set
aside the action may be filed after that date.

§ 723. Service of notice in Board proceedings
(a) DESIGNATION OF AGENT.—A carrier providing transpor-

tation subject to the jurisdiction of the Board under subtitle IV
shall designate an agent in the District of Columbia, on whom serv-
ice of notices in a proceeding before, and of actions of, the Board
may be made.

(b) FILING AND CHANGING DESIGNATIONS.—A designation
under subsection (a) shall be in writing and filed with the Board.
The designation may be changed at any time in the same manner
as originally made.

(c) SERVICE OF NOTICE.—Except as otherwise provided, notices
of the Board shall be served on its designated agent at the office
or usual place of residence in the District of Columbia of that
agent. A notice of action of the Board shall be served immediately
on the agent or in another manner provided by law. If that carrier
does not have a designated agent, service may be made by posting
the notice in the office of the Board.

(d) SPECIAL RULE FOR RAIL CARRIERS.—In a proceeding involv-
ing the lawfulness of classifications, rates, or practices of a rail car-
rier that has not designated an agent under this section, service of
notice of the Board on an attorney in fact for the carrier constitutes
service of notice on the carrier.

§ 724. Service of process in court proceedings
(a) DESIGNATION OF AGENT.—A carrier providing transpor-

tation subject to the jurisdiction of the Board under subtitle IV
shall designate an agent in the District of Columbia on whom serv-
ice of process in an action before a district court may be made. Ex-
cept as otherwise provided, process in an action before a district
court shall be served on the designated agent of that carrier at the
office or usual place of residence in the District of Columbia of that
agent. If the carrier does not have a designated agent, service may
be made by posting the notice in the office of the Board.

(b) CHANGING DESIGNATION.—A designation under this section
may be changed at any time in the same manner as originally
made.
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§ 725. Administrative support
The Secretary of Transportation shall provide administrative

support for the Board.

§ 726. Railroad-Shipper Transportation Advisory Council
(a) ESTABLISHMENT; MEMBERSHIP.—There is established the

Railroad-Shipper Transportation Advisory Council (in this section
referred to as the ‘‘Council’’) to be composed of 19 members, of
which 15 members shall be appointed by the Chairman of the
Board, after recommendation from rail carriers and shippers,
within 60 days after December 29, 1995. The members of the Coun-
cil shall be appointed as follows:

(1) The members of the Council shall be appointed from
among citizens of the United States who are not regular full-
time employees of the United States and shall be selected for
appointment so as to provide as nearly as practicable a broad
representation of the various segments of the railroad and rail
shipper industries.

(2) Nine of the members shall be appointed from senior
executive officers of organizations engaged in the railroad and
rail shipping industries, which 9 members shall be the voting
members of the Council. Council action and Council positions
shall be determined by a majority vote of the members present.
A majority of such voting members shall constitute a quorum.
Of such 9 voting members—

(A) at least 4 shall be representative of small shippers
(as determined by the Chairman); and

(B) at least 4 shall be representative of Class II or III
railroads.
(3) The remaining 6 members of the Council shall serve in

a nonvoting advisory capacity only, but shall be entitled to par-
ticipate in Council deliberations. Of the remaining members—

(A) 3 shall be representative of Class I railroads; and
(B) 3 shall be representative of large shipper organiza-

tions (as determined by the Chairman).
(4) The Secretary of Transportation and the members of

the Board shall serve as ex officio, nonvoting members of the
Council. The Council shall not be subject to the Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act. A list of the members appointed to the
Council shall be forwarded to the Chairmen and ranking mem-
bers of the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representatives.

(5) Each ex officio member of the Council may designate
an alternate, who shall serve as a member of the Council
whenever the ex officio member is unable to attend a meeting
of the Council. Any such designated alternate shall be selected
from individuals who exercise significant decision-making au-
thority in the Federal agency involved.
(b) TERM OF OFFICE.—The members of the Council shall be ap-

pointed for a term of office of 3 years, except that of the members
first appointed—

(1) 5 members shall be appointed for terms of 1 year; and
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(2) 5 members shall be appointed for terms of 2 years,
as designated by the Chairman at the time of appointment. Any
member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring before the expiration
of the term for which the member’s predecessor was appointed
shall be appointed only for the remainder of such term. A member
may serve after the expiration of his term until his successor has
taken office. Vacancies on the Council shall be filled in the same
manner in which the original appointments were made. No mem-
ber of the Council shall be eligible to serve in excess of two con-
secutive terms.

(c) ELECTION AND DUTIES OF OFFICERS.—The Council Chair-
man and Vice Chairman and other appropriate officers of the
Council shall be elected by and from the voting members of the
Council. The Council Chairman shall serve as the Council’s execu-
tive officer and shall direct the administration of the Council, as-
sign officer and committee duties, and shall be responsible for
issuing and communicating the reports, policy positions and state-
ments of the Council. In the event that the Council Chairman is
unable to serve, the Vice Chairman shall act as Council Chairman.

(d) EXPENSES.—(1) The members of the Council shall receive
no compensation for their services as such, but upon request by the
Council Chairman, based on a showing of significant economic bur-
den, the Secretary of Transportation or the Chairman of the Board,
to the extent provided in advance in appropriation Acts, may pro-
vide reasonable and necessary travel expenses for such individual
Council members from Department or Board funding sources in
order to foster balanced representation on the Council.

(2) Upon request by the Council Chairman, the Secretary or
Chairman of the Board, to the extent provided in advance in appro-
priations Acts, may pay the reasonable and necessary expenses in-
curred by the Council in connection with the coordination of Coun-
cil activities, announcement and reporting of meetings, and prepa-
ration of such Council documents as are required or permitted by
this section.

(3) The Council may solicit and use private funding for its
activities, subject to this subsection.

(4) Prior to making any Federal funding requests, the Council
Chairman shall undertake best efforts to fund such activities pri-
vately unless the Council Chairman determines that such private
funding would create a conflict of interest, or the appearance
thereof, or is otherwise impractical. The Council Chairman shall
not request funding from any Federal agency without providing
written justification as to why private funding would create any
such conflict or appearance, or is otherwise impractical.

(5) To enable the Council to carry out its functions—
(A) the Council Chairman may request directly from any

Federal agency such personnel, information, services, or facili-
ties, on a compensated or uncompensated basis, as the Council
Chairman determines necessary to carry out the functions of
the Council;

(B) each Federal agency may, in its discretion, furnish the
Council with such information, services, and facilities as the
Council Chairman may request to the extent permitted by law
and within the limits of available funds; and
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(C) each Federal agency may, in its discretion, detail to
temporary duty with the Council, such personnel as the Coun-
cil Chairman may request for carrying out the functions of the
Council, each such detail to be without loss of seniority, pay,
or other employee status.
(e) MEETINGS.—The Council shall meet at least semi-annually

and shall hold other meetings at the call of the Council Chairman.
Appropriate Federal facilities, where available, may be used for
such meetings. Whenever the Council, or a committee of the Coun-
cil, considers matters that affect the jurisdictional interests of Fed-
eral agencies that are not represented on the Council, the Council
Chairman may invite the heads of such agencies, or their des-
ignees, to participate in the deliberations of the Council.

(f) FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES; ANNUAL REPORT.—(1) The Council
shall advise the Secretary, the Chairman, the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate, and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives with respect to rail transportation policy issues it
considers significant, with particular attention to issues of impor-
tance to small shippers and small railroads, including car supply,
rates, competition, and effective procedures for addressing legiti-
mate shipper and other claims.

(2) To the extent the Council addresses specific grain car
issues, it shall coordinate such activities with the National Grain
Car Council. The Secretary and Chairman shall cooperate with the
Council to provide research, technical and other reasonable support
in developing any reports and policy statements required or author-
ized by this subsection.

(3) The Council shall endeavor to develop within the private
sector mechanisms to prevent, or identify and effectively address,
obstacles to the most effective and efficient transportation system
practicable.

(4) The Council shall prepare an annual report concerning its
activities and the results of Council efforts to resolve industry
issues, and propose whatever regulatory or legislative relief it con-
siders appropriate. The Council shall include in the annual report
such recommendations as it considers appropriate with respect to
the performance of the Secretary and Chairman under this chapter,
and with respect to the operation and effectiveness of meetings and
industry developments relating to the Council’s efforts, and such
other information as it considers appropriate. Such annual reports
shall be reviewed by the Secretary and Chairman, and shall in-
clude the Secretary’s and Chairman’s views or comments relating
to—

(A) the accuracy of information therein;
(B) Council efforts and reasonableness of Council positions

and actions; and
(C) any other aspects of the Council’s work as they may

consider appropriate.
The Council may prepare other reports or develop policy state-
ments as the Council considers appropriate. An annual report shall
be submitted for each fiscal year and shall be submitted to the Sec-
retary and Chairman within 90 days after the end of the fiscal
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year. Other such reports and statements may be submitted as the
Council considers appropriate.

§ 727. Definitions
All terms used in this chapter that are defined in subtitle IV

shall have the meaning given those terms in that subtitle.


